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THE PRESTDENT WRITES

Dear Member,

Here we are, once more, at that
time ol the year when our nalion
commemorates Lhe deeds of Lhose who
Fought in our

waiars, by many
hundreds of  assemblies on ANZAC
Day. Whereas [ am writing Lhis

prior to that day you will receive
your copy of Cascavel atter that
event. We are now 4% years along
Lhe line since the end of World war
11 and during L(hat perjod there
have been other conflicls in which
Austlralians have been involved. If

Lhe aging process of the
ex-servicemen of WWIT has not been
apparent prior Lo this date it

surely will be so this year. If a
person enlisted at, say, 18 in 1945

he s J1nto his sixties tLoday and
Lhere are so many velerans well
into their 70s and 80s. Numbers
are, nalurally dwindling and your
committee 1s very aware of this
lact and has been discussing ways

and means of
interest and

maintaining Lhe
contact with old
gunners. Our approach has been to
bring Logelher, Presidents ana
Secretaries of unil associatjons as
we have no alternative method of
getting our messape, regarding our
aims 1o the grass root members. [t
18 Lhen up to Lhese people, and
hopeluliy they will communicale ourp
ideas, downward, to their members.

To help achieve that end we held
a meeling at the Training Depot,
Batman Avenue, to which we invited
representatives ol all gunner unit
associations. | was very gratified,
elated even, thai. twenty nine
people representing nineleen unit
associalions, accepted and alttended
that evening. 1t was an opening
gambit during which we ai leasl met
the people who hold the reins in
Lhe gunner associalions. “"Time is
of the essence” so a legdl saying
goes. In another eight to ten years
or so many associations may not be
in being. So it is Lime to close
ranks in a common interest. ln the
main, our meeting achieved this aim
of at least “"gelting togelher"”. We
did discuss ways and means of
mutually helping one another - and
also discussed the placing in trust
of unit memorabilia. These subjects
will be developed as soon as it can
be arranged to do so. The pooling
of ideas is of assistance to ensure
that we start on the right track.

In a few words what has happened
and whal is to happen.

Our annual Chureh Service took
place at St Barlholomews Church al
Burnley and was held on a beautilul
day thal Melbourpne usually produces
for us. We were again assisted by
members of Lhe band who always add
colour Lo the service. The Rev
Barry Browne conducted hils usual
interesting service which wuas very
appropriale bto our atlendance and
allerwards joined us at lunch at
the training depol. There was a

good turn up and (L oas pleasing Lo



see ouar numbers tnerease E!r’lc}i yﬁéll'.

the  Forl  at Queenscl il was
re visited by 30 40 members onoa
peaulilful  awtumn  day.” Alter an
inttial hiccup, our members were
Lreated La o very inleeesting tour
of Lhe Fortl,

| wish to record in Lhis 1ssue
of Cascabei, the hamding over ol
the post of Colonel Commandant, of
the Royal Regiment an Vicloria by
Brigadier Keith Rossi OBE,ED. BRIG

Rossi has been a familiar flgure
Al special pavades, anoal o camps
and  olher evenls on Lhe  gunner

calender. He has been a very busy
man  and  among other dulies he s
Chiet Marshall of tLhe ANZAC Day
March theough Melbourne. By
stepping down, it does not mean
Lhat he will vanish from our sight
but he leaves us having estlablished
for himsellf a considerable respectl
among both young and old gunners.

We now, Jn a few sincere words,
we jcome Major General John
Steveuson A(,CBE as the new Colonel
Commandant. A professionai soldier
he js a man steeped in  gunner
tradition ana love. We ook forward
to meeting him on the gunner scene
and, 'rom a personal point ol view,
I know we will of'ten.

Events in the pipe-line. Happy
Hour_at Dandenong Drill Hall 20 May
88. A happy gathering ol gunners -
do try to be there.

The Artillery Baull 3 Aup 88. For
the past tnree ULhe attendance has
increased each year. We must keep
this progression of momentum. Put
that dale in your diary NOW -
please!

Organised events of interest are
a little thin on the ground for the
tatter part ol this year,

However:,
we have just neard Lhal a visil by
aur members Lo HMAS Cerberus
(Filinders Naval Hase ) has  heen
approved. We are proposing that the
the visil take place at the end of
Oclober detalls later.

The Annual General Meeling of
this Association takes place al
Balman Avenue, on 28th July at Spm.
The usuanl  refreshments  will  be
served,

Mlease  cemember (o wear  your
associal ion badge!

My bLest wishes Lo all.

Norman Whitelaw
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VIETNAM VETERANS
DAWN SERVICE ADDRESS
BRIGADIER COLIN WKHAN, DSO
NOTAPH MARTIN PLACE
5 OCTOBER 1987
One day last week, | winled Lo

(hink about oure near 500 dead  and
Lhe S0 meany sepriousiy
wounded, so 1 owent, al ihis same
time of day, Lo the ciiflf's at NORTH
HEAD .

wWhilst {here, thiree
incidents uoeccurced which
bitought back {0 e images,
representative of what these men
did in earaing their sa  very
rightful place in  our  Nations
memory  alongside  Lhat  of Lhe (i
Grandfathers who fell in WWiQ and
Fathers ftrom WWIT. For a momentl,
share these Images wilh me.

A submarine salled
Heads but whal | saw was HMAS
HOBART with the U8 6ih  Fleet
providing gunfipe support ta
Australian  and  South  Vielnanese
troops in Lhe South and US Marines
nenlt QUANGTRT. I sdaw  our Navy
clearance diving Leams, and Navy
helicopters operaling so [ar awdy
from the sen ot BLACKHORSE,
involved in ground
operations.

Then, in the sky [ heard ilhe
unmislakable THUD, THUD, TRUD, of a
sound that was Lo become indelibly
our sound - as a helicopler flew
over. Amnd | saw 8 Sgn RAAF coming
out. of @& dawn sky to plch up an
Infantpy Battalion warling on Lhe
sirip at NO1 DAT. 1 saw those same
helicopters smashing their  way
through jungie canopies or landing
in minetields to evacuate hundreds
of our wounded diggers, back to Lhe
unequalled care of our doclors and
nurses  at  the Austraiian  Field
Hospital.

And 1 osdaw lumbering Caribous of
33 San Clying through enemy f[ire
into isclated outposts such as DEC

ol her

seperate
vividly

Lheough  the

heavy combal

€0 to re-supply Vietnamese and US
Advisers. Ana the Canberra Hombers
of 2 Sqn were taking ofl from PPHAN
RANG on yet another mission in Lhe
DELTA.

Then, wilh the sound ol a bugle
from the Artillery Barracks, | was
averwlhelmned with
Army .

i SHw o

images  alf the

Ginners in 00



ditferent Five Suppuart
solipped o Lhe wailsl pauiring iens
ol thousands ot shells in suppoirt
of  the Tafaniey angd Avmour and

Bases,

Sdw i Armour, Lhose incredibie
Tanks and Personne | Carviers

operating in o places  lew o ous
thought possible and LThere were Lhe
Engineers, clearing enemny tunnels
helping Lo
vebuild and  logistics and support
i r:-:.“fl irelessily oectorming  Lhelr
critically tmportant and {requently

dangerous tasks.

aitd mined e lds and

But then 1 saw “ihe man who
wilhea oat Uvoat” the Tnlfantry

w0 many of wihom are Lhe men we
honour  today. 1 saw a  rain  and
sweal drenched man in green, laden
Vike A pack mile, age 21 going on
50, cutting his way through jungle
hy day (o Pind and aitack the
enemy, ULhen daying all night in
paddi  tields or on  trails in
ambush .

. saw him as the Speciai Air
Service Soldier deep in  enemy
teriritory, 1 saw him tn 1965 10 War
Zone D, and at LONG TAN repelling a
day Jong massive attack. [ saw him
standing so juslifiably tall after
battles |ike BALMORAL, CORAL, BINH
HA, BARIA and the continuous patrol
battle of mine infested PHOUC TCY,

Finaliy, 1 saw an image which |
believe epitomises what Lhis

ceremony is about and perhaps above
all Wil l Vielnam meant Lo wer
velerans. 1 saw TRA BONG VALLEY in
1965 and  two  isolated Ausiraiian
Infaniry Warrant Officers from our
Famous  Training  Team. They ave
under attack one is dying from
his wounds but Lhe olher will not
iedve his mate to the enemy. They
are fater founa aeaa together,

i conclude with the thougnt,
thal Services al this place, at

ihs {ime of the day, dre
synonymous  wilh  an  event which
forged Austrai.a’' s nalionhood over
72 years ago, at Gallipoli. There
are & number of worth remembering
simiarities between Lhat 8§ months
campargn and our len years war in
Vielnam.

a Both Wit Tougnt hy meds,
supporied by women, who were the
cream ot the Xation.

b Bolh groups were volunieers.,

0 Both were fought an o loveipn

(3)

fand that few had ever heard of o
cared about, dn wars thal inany said
weee ol ours  and i which  owe
should have na part .

., Both times we [ought alonpside
many  foreign Allied Armies al
Gallipali the British, N%.,
Gurkhas, Palestinians, French and
Algerians. In Vietnam we were with
the Soulh Vielnamese, US, NZ, South
Koreans, Thailand and Phillipines,

€. And at Gallipoli, n 18915 some
60,000 Auslralians were sent Lo
carry out  the directions ol an
elected Australian Governmenl. In
the 1960 s, 50,000 other
Australians did the same.

While there is no comparison in
Lhe numbers killed - on this, Lhe
dawning ol a preal day ol reunion,
we pay homage Lo our particular 500
colleagues who wiill aol be marching
wilh us today.

Wiiile there may have been a jack
ot compiete support for Lhe watr, we
assiure the lovea ones ol our dead
and wounded that Liere is no jack
ot appreciastion ana gialitude fop
the sacrifice of these men. They
know it abounds in Lhe heaels of we
their colleagues., 1 believe today,
those relatives will see ana hear
Lhe same expression of appreciation
from the people in Sydoey, lor a
Jub that was not jJust well done but
superbly done. ™
Article submitted by:

Major Warven Barnard

KA REVISITED"

What were you doing on Saturday
16 Apr 887 A fair chance that you
cannol even remember but 1 figure
aboul lwenty of our members can.
hey spent a most enjoyable day
biringing back all those memories of
days spent exercising on The
Puckapunyal Range. All {hose Lhings
we gunners have come to love, windy
0OPs, long hold ups, the smell of
cordite, Jack of  communications,
bouncing around in the back of a
truck and that which we miss most
of all heaps of  Pucka dusl.
Somehow we missea ool on oue Second
Pucka mud but stiti you
cannet have everyihing in just one

day!

favourite

AH We arrivea in o small o proups at



ihe PMizza Shop Corner Lhe locals
weren b guibe suee what Ulos paggle
of maandy obd soldiers were up Lo,
Mayhe o coup? A game ol ogoll?
Probably o Reg on o somewiece. ALl
wirong; clearly Lhe RAA Assoc (Vi)
ol Fiela exercise,

S0 oll we wenl lea by David
Oshorne, prouad to be pack an Lhe
fead of o Reserve Batlery sized
canvay of vehiclies. For all Lhe
wioi i d an dsraeli Batiery oft to the
Six Day War, David found wilh ease
e new  Range  Control  where  our
vehicles went inia a hide.

Right on scheduie a Unimog 1700
arcived  capltured by Major  Ross
Peterren  who  took  us  all  under
command.  Hosco, for an  officer,
isn't a bad driver and even mdnaged
to find the O, The CO of 2/15 Fd
Regt, Mike Buckridge, gireebed us on
ariavd s wondering i1 we were really
Wt peciet o peace and 3 think
was relieved wnen we staied Tirmiy
hal we were just vesiling. He had

enough problems of his own ai  hat
stage.,  They were having  lrouble
witn tie nessape slicks. The

aistance puns, OPF was o bit much top
e runners to  cope  wilh bul
pventuslly Lhey got thirough and Lhe
Fire DMlan was adjusted.

Roai roar and into the valley
ol death charged the APUs. Boy can
a  Lroop of stir up the
Pucka dust. Believe Llhey cabtb it
Fog ol War  Whoo wilh HE shells,

smoke sheiss, a tare o0 two, @
sioop of APCs and albl Lhose grunts,
thank goodpess [or gunners 1o bring
aboutl o 1ittie conth.

Al of this was too much for we
i oang bood so we cetreated to ihe
comforts ol Acty Tac. There over
POUK g the eliig e we proved
Nl HI 0N raphil AP i I we
sutiabiy reclad our marching gedr
willl siedrs,  Sdusages  did o salad.
Wasied  aown ol couese with o thal
aual purpose Gagquad. ds 3t Tea or
Col fee? Yes .

Then of ! to shawne down funch. We
achreved that  aim as we  trundied
acposs the range Lo Hidden Valley
where we managed o tina the guns
even though they were underc fuld
cam neis. BK Captasn Davad Allen
mel us and we weire sooi under fhose
cam o nets  and with aue Cojones,

There s no aoao S

= Voung

amd old,  we  love  our guns.  We
wirl chied seve missions hetng
{eeed and Chen another highlight of
the day

G0, Mike Buckridge, announced
Lieough the tannoy system Lhot the
Hegiment  would Tire @ salule Lo
nonour Lhe passing ol Colin Mclean,
a gunner well konown Lo so sany and
a former  Vice President  of  our
Association. Phe gun crews kneeled

in position as the Repiment fired
one todnag Regimenl Right at thirly
second intervals. It was a touching
andi HITTE apviropriale wily B
{arewel a gunner.

2 Bly  undertook A Time  HE
mission and Lhen it was time {for us
to mount up again and return Lo ouy
hide, bid farewells and with a pong
at’ vepret head back o Melbourpe.

Some of the smiling faces who
seemed 1o enjoy fhe day were Max
Armstrong, Perg Cooper, Frank
Miallbins, Dave Greeen, Beian Cleeman,
Robin Smith, Terry Diggines and
Alan Jenkins.

Our thanks 20 to Lhe Co,
ot ficers anu soidiers o 2,715 Fd
Regt {oi & most enjoyvabie day.

Major Peier Hemingway

GUNNER PORTRATTS
LIEUTENANT COLONEL C.N. McLEAX KD

Colin MeLean was well known in

gunner circies having enlistes in 4
Field BHraograde on 1 Jun 88, Wai
oroke out soun afler aonag he was
commissioned b Lhe end of May 19490
aid transtferved o @ Fieid Brigode
in which unit he served [or just
averr two YRS, Lpon the
reorganisal ion ol Lhe Ay aeiy
unils  in Austracia, they wepre put
anto  tne cegimenlay sysiem ana a
batiery was added {o each. Colin

to 4 Faed Regiment  and

relurn
was posted Lo the newiy Tormed G2
Fieid Battery. His regiment weni on
Lo see action o New Guainea durong
whal  are now famous operalions
Loe, The Ramu Valley and the hard
tought  Shagpy Ridge. Later  the
regiment el aver the whole
island of  Bourganville. Alter Lhe
wills e e enlered Lhe army and as a
captain was appointed o 10 Field
Regimenti  and fvom thal posting was
transiereed 1o Lhe Reserve



Colbin MeLean underlook two lours
b serviee willt the United Nalloans
fn Tudia on the Kashmie  eont ep
wilh Pakistan. He was an olficiul
anserver over a peciod of Lime when
Lhpe wils pireal hsiabijrly
foltiowing the partition ol Tndia
and fakistan.

He served (he artilivry weil N
olher prespecls. He bad Fillea the
post o {reasurer on the commitles
al’ 3 Field Regimen! Associalion Por

o

a period, dong inoany terms, of 07

year

He was o foundation amember  of
ihe Comait | re af I he RAA
Association ot Vicloria and

Vice President for a period.

LTCOL Colin Mchean died on 3
April 19646, His lite  revolved
around the arliliery and we have
debt of gratitude Lo him for his
tong  and  Tarihio) service 1o ourp
Regiment and ne wiii be missed by
many . -

ROTINEST [SLAND COAST DEFENGE
BATTERY

A Tew noies on g piece of RAA
history in Western Australia.

Abouat 18955 Rottnest Island was
planned as the site for a 9.2 inch
Coast  delence  battery comprising
two guns, the installation of which
was  compieted in 1937, Actually,
practice took piace in

the [ir

deltuaiy P90,

PUds curitous now, that  these
guns, witich were storea in the UK
for many years subsequenl to their
manutacture, were  stamped  on the
heeech as having been made in 1903
ana 1902, Upon retieclion, 11 would
appear that Lhe aclillery piece as
sueh,  had aimost reached ts most
deve loped state by that date. The
9.2 inch gun was by oo means the
argest Lo e made Dut never Lhe
less 1t us a4 very qarge atem of
equipment . However, having been an
store Tar thirty years Lhese guns
were  refurbishiea ot the Royol Gun
Faciory i Fngiana and
firaing
mechanesm,  which became electeical

mothof icat tons made  to he
Fatber Lhan mechanieas . Aiso, Lhe
methad ol Dove coniivor and saphis
wiere hrought up to date,

A very

il erestang inteqeale

($)

system  of lunnels, magazines  and
e ine OOms [ coustrueoed
wilhin the sandy base of Roltnest
isidand, by TRaoving Lhe Fid]
(Glivers), concreling Lhe chambers
ona lunne i sysiems, Lhen reburying.

The puns Wit operated by

hyavawl e and elecirie pawer. The
power was delivered from an engine
room common to o bolh pun o sites  and
wis  supplied by two J00HD Rusion
Hornby enpines couapled Lo two 120
KVA  eleclric genepralors.  Beoedlh
cach gal an electiically  driven
hydraul e pump provided powee  [op
Lhe pun operation. Air compressors
were anstalled  for filling  ar
hotlles,  which provided air Lo
“"blow through” the bore after the
discharge ol eaclh round. This was
followed by o short burst of bigh
pressure  water lo ensure that no
buriing matler remained to ipnile
the  tollowing
couia b

charge., The  puns
Malied i 1y controlled oo
Case ol power ailure.

The batilery cost approximately
0,000 pounds  in Lhose  days Lo
inslall, a very f{ar cry from whai
U wouid cost today bul never tie
less, # massive cost Lhen.

The tatal evalving weight ol
each gun s appraximalely 140 tons.
The wetghl piece, togeiher with the
breech mechanism a8 28 tons and the
projectiie  weighed in at a80
pounds . The lolal length of barred
18 06,8 Teet and efTective rapge
Was taken Lo be 25,000 yards {and
maximum range 51,400 yards) with o

muzs e Veiacily of (max) 2700
preosec, The charges W e
mechanically  foaded  at ihe  same
time as the progeciile. kach was

enciosed wilnin a hollow rammer anag
were  aeposilea behing  the
when the cammer was wilhdirawn.
The baltery consisted ol 162 all
ranks, who were quartered in brick
bavracks buiit aboul 2 or 3 Kus to
the reav ol the puns, and they
Pived in qute comlortable
circumstances, The battery wils
manned foe the entive period of he

Folna

1959 45 war but il was recopgnised,
belfore jts end that  the npeed of
delence Systems fredd
bevame  obsoiele The  baliery waos
‘mothbaiied” for quite a lew years
al'ler the war,

such coast

LS o Sad o velieciion an prasa



happenings  Lhal, eventually when
the  micilary  aubhovities  had  no
further uwse for the guus, Lha
machinery was vremoved by a salvage
compainy  tendering  to do o so. Al
ammunitian had been Laken away
previously, and Lhe army moved out.
According Lo o lormenr punner
officer, who served in Lhe baltery
Freom 1987 and who still visits in
the capucily as consud tant
restorer, (CAPT A.D. Holder RAA),
the guns were in peprfect condition
even  Lhe riring lanyards were
hanging  from  Lhe breech  blocks.
Gver o period of time, the lack ol
care, the effect of wealhee and
vandals toolk their toli. Now al
this stage the baltery has been
handed over to the Rotlnest TIsland
Board which realises it has
something ol veal value in o ils
care. Thankfully, with Lhe
enthusiasm of Lhe manager and using
Army assistance and prants
totalling $80,000 provided hy the
Heritage and Bicentenary
Commissions, work has commenced in
an endeavour to put Lhe pguns back
tnto a state of respectability. |t
is planned Lo incorporate the whole
battery 1nto one of the islands
specitied "walks" which visitors Lo
Roltnest may underlake. Walking and
bicycling are the only means of
mobility on the island, no cars
being permitted, uniess a tour of
the island by bus is made.
viowidd be of great interest lo
see how this piece ol RAA heritage
is restored and maintained in Lhe
future and a visit Lo the island by
any gunner tourist to Lhe state, is
reconmended,
Major Norman whiieiaw

RECOLLECTIONS

U was on my sixteenth birthday
that | became a Senior Cadel of Lhe
13th Field Brigade, stationed al
the Batman Avenue Drili Hall, &nd
S0 My ARy caireer commenced witlh me
ledirning about 4.5 inch Howitzers.
In those days, o Birigaie o
Art ey consisted ot three 10
pounuer Batleries and one Howilzer

Aatiery

I was introduced 1o the Army by
a  workmate  who  was aivendy
membe . I rememnbe the
number Lhal | had in Lhose days.

Lufortunately, Senior Cadets did
not get to the annuasl camps, so all
1 had i these first lwo years were
Lhe Lraining mighls and the
oceasional Sunday Rivouwaes. Still,
il was a pood lire, and il gave me
an interest on o somelhing apart from
work. On my eighieenth birithday in
May 19349, | became a fully fledged
Gunner ol the Balievy. Owr peacetul
life was not to lastL, as in
Suplember of  thal  year, Germany
decided to take on the rest ol the
world, and  so, Auslblralia ouna
ilsell at war, and wilh my unit |
did a wmonths training at Mount
Martha Camp.

This was followed by a luither

cannal

three months camp in 1940 at the
same Camp, and whilst al Lhis camp,
recruiling of Micers i rom Fort
Queensclitl came around looking tor
suitable wmen, and so, following
this camp and o further medical al
the Moore Streel Drill Bali o
Soulth Melbourne, [ wilh a group of
other men were accepted into Lhe
2nd Heavy Brigade. (AU {his point |
would like to say that my father
would not give me permission 1o
Join the AlF).

And so, in the July ot 1940, we
travelled by train to Geelong and
ithen by bus Lo Fort Queensclil'l and
on our airrival Lhere, we wele
greeted by "You'li be sorey”, but
Lhis was in gooad  part. After
settling in and getling kitted outl,
and being allocaled beds, 1 Tound
mysel! in a squad Lo be (ralned by
Sergeant White and Bombardier J.
Dench, and also  became  aquainted
with WO Sleel ol the AIC. Then
tol lowed three very sosid months of
bull-ring training and as 1 think
back I am sure that | became a very
pood soldier. 1 was very impressed
witi the three 6 inch Mark VIT Guns
that protected (he Fort. And so,
toliowing our training 1 opted to
be trained as a Gun layer, and that
meant  an extra oone siilling  (ten
cents) a day.

During 1941, | was transterred
1o the aother side at Nepean, and
there we had o turther four puns,

lwo  at Nepean  and  two o oal Foet



Pearce, which had been manned by
Lhe  Gth Heavy Brigade since  Lhe
start of the war., It was during
this Cime that 1 came to know Lhe
old tug boat Mars, which cuarried
all the men and stores  Crom  one
side Lo Lhe olther, and the only
time 11 did nol sa1l was when Uhe
sea was too rough, This "dear old
Lug boat” was also used Lo {ow our
"targels” when  we  had  guonnery
practise, and i remember very
vividly when one of our 6 ipch
shells (practise, «df course) just
missed the Bridge. The Caplain was
nol, very impressed or polilte.

Over wl Nepean, we conducted a
continuous watch over LChe ships
that came in and wenl oul of tLhe
Port Phillip Heads, and Lhis was in
conjunction with the Pilol Service.
During the day this was by a series
of flags. We wusually had Lhree
letters generally X.V.Z2.,and a
tairly long word wilh an odd oumber
ol lellers. Each ship coming in had
to make confact wilh Lthe Pilot
Boat, and would recejve a leller
and two Jetters from Lhe word of
the day, and our 0P was in constant
touch with each ship as they
steamed through the Rip. During the
hours of darkness, this system
continued with a series of lights
-Red and While

Our gun crews worked on a Lhree
wialch system: & hours on, & hours
o't , and 8 hours in reserve, and in
Lhis way our Jife was vomplelely
mapped oul.

Somelime during 1941, I was
promoted to Lance Hombavdier and
placed in charge of my hul. 11 was
also during 1941 that a lolL ot
movemenl took place, when a call
came for volunteers Lo make up "L,
MU, and the 2)1s0U Heavy Batllery.

“L" Battery went to Rabaul, “M”
Batlery went to Darwin and 2/1st
Heavy Batiery wenl to Ambon Island.
I submitted my name for al] of
Lthese, but il was not to he. After

Japan enlered Lhe wir, more
volunieers were called tor and from
the Permanent Forts around

Australia, small groups became
composite Batleries, and were known
by lelters "A,B,C" ete.

Once apgain 1 submitted my name
and this time [ was accepled tor

“BT Heavy Battery. Also, st this

(7

time 1 peceived my promotion (o
Bombardier. The day inolly  came
and we set ol for Royal Park via
Lhe Mars and then bus and traio to
Geelonyg and Melbourne where we mel
up with others from Wesl awd Soulh
Australia

After a shart "r'inal leave”, we
entrained foer the northern parts of
Australia, and Uinally arrived al
Townsvilie, and Forl Kissing Poinl.

This is where we first mel up
with (he new guns in our life, and
we saw our 1533mm guns tor Lhe Uirst
time. More trainiug, and 1hen a
spell aver  on Tstand,
helping Lo piace Lwo 155mm guns in
posilion.

Meanwhi le, AT Batiery wis
posted ta Milne Ray, where Lhey
were in aclion against the Japanese
Forces trying to make a landing.
"B became "CT and we were sent to
the  Port  Moresby area, and  we
suiled on the “Tarocona”, and our
first pasilion was oul near Pyramid
Point, and Jaler near Bootless
(nlet, wilth our 155mm guns on @
concrete base. Port Moreshy also
had a4 6 inch Balleecy just near the
town.

Fortunutely, we detealed Lhe
Japanese Forces abt Miine Hay and
over the Kokada Track. We stayed in
our position unlil early 1944, when
we were relieved by fresh
Batieries. Meanwhile, 1 had done
some moving avound:  Uirst, to a
Radar Unit, second, Lo a [Iresh 6
pounder Battery on the other side
of Port Moresby Harbour, and then
finally to "A" Heavy Battery, wha,
after Milne Bay, had to come up Lo
the Port Moresby area. During
April, we shipped oul for some home
leave, and lollowing Lthis leave
returned to Brisbane, and finished
up at the Forl down on the Brisbane
River. We heard that (hese Heavy
Battueries were to be broken up, and
so a group of wus pul in for a
transter to the 2/6Lh Field
Regiment, and for me a cycle was
complele. T had started oft in the
Field Artillery in 1937, and now |
had returned. With the 2/6Lh Field
Repiment, | was stationed in Lhe
beaulilul area  around Toowoomba,
Lhen on the Tablelands, and then we
became o part of the force senl tao

Mugnelic

Bavikpapean, and | owas finally dis



charged in Melbourne (Royal Park)
in January 1946,

My first Army number ai Fort
Queensclifl was 7266, and later
Lhis was prelixed by VPP, and so |
became VP7266. Whilst in Lhe Port
Moresby area, T Lransferred to the
AlF and  was  given the nomber
VX119792.

Some  years later, al an ANZAC
Day reunion al the Batman Avenue
Beill Hatl, 1 became a membes of
the RAA Assoclalion, and 1 am still
very proud of my conlinuing conlact
with the "Gunners".

“Once # gcunner, alwavs B
Gunner! "

Raiph Henshaw

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER

As reported in the last edilion
of Cascabel, Major Warren RBRarnard
resigned rom the committee in
November 1987. This vacancy has
been l'illed by the appuointment ol
Major Peter Veretennikoff
(aulhorised abbreviation "viz2") to
{he committee,

Peter is currently posted as
BMRA on the CDAs staff and will
continue Lhe commilLtee's long
established link with the serving
units.

We we lcome Peter to the
Assoclation and trust Lhat he will
enjoy his time with us.

MEMORABILIA

As  Lhe years slip past  one
realises thai, more and more, the
value of gunner memorabilia is
becoming less and  Jess it is
becoming lust. Homes of gunner
ex-servicemen do contaln valuable
and sometimes, one-oft items which
can be of greal interest Lo all
artillerymen. The nex({ generalion
is wvery likely 1o Jose them for
want. ol information and interest in
them. NOW is the time for ali old
gunners Lo seek out and sort out
possible memorabilia from odd
corners. 1t handed to the care of
this Associalion such items stand a
very good survival
forever.

chance of

fach piece, Lo ensure ils proper

(8)

value, shouid be  Lageed, before
presentation Lo the Associalion.
Required information is its
circumstance of  coliecltion, from
which aced, Lhe dale, and Lhe name
ot the person who saved i1,

Added to  the above, we are
calling for articles which can be
immediately put to use by Lhe young
gunners ol loday. Brass cap and
lapel badges (bursting bombs} for
example, which in Lodays army are
made of plastic material. Gunners
o today will wear with pride
honest to goodness  brass  badges
which have a history and will not
break. Look for Lhat old button
hox !

Also - Lhink too of this: Sam
Krowne belts and Arlillery Swords.
We  are making a plea lor Lhese,
which will remain Lhe property of
Lhis Associalion af ler their
donation. Each shall be affixed
with a small brass plate recording
the name of 1he donor. Bellts and
swords will be lvaned to aspiring
young punner officers for use on
ceremonial occasions. (2/15 Fd
Regis' Freedom of Lhe City of
Dandenong, for instance, later this
year) .

Maps, drrill books on all
arlillery ordnance, hand books for
Lhe ordnance of 18PR MKI L and MKIV,
60PR, 4.5HOW, 23PR or any other
like publication. All have value
and we would appreciate  having
YOurs.

I ask you to have a vreal search
for these iltems, they can, in this
day and age, be easily Liwewn out
and we wish Lo preserve them for
the edification of [ulure gunners
thanking you in advance.

Major Norman Whitelaw

CONTRIBUTIONS
Conlributions for the nexl issue of
Cascabel are requested to reach the
Editor not later than FRI 17JUNSH.

Please forward your article to:
"CASCABEL"
.0, BOX 449 FRANKSTON. 4199



