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     From The President 

This year is an exciting year for All Gunners with 
our 150th Birthday occurring 1 Aug 2021 and I 
would like us all to start talking about being 150 
with friends and family, but more importantly get 
involved with the suite of activities we have 
planned to celebrate this fantastic achievement. 
 
We started off with our Annual Gunner Luncheon 
organised by BRIG Doug Perry which was well 
supported and I thank those that attended. 
 
The next major event will be a 150 National Gun 
Salute to celebrate our 150th Birthday on 1 Aug. 
The HOR has authorised a National Fire Plan so 
that every State, Regiment and Battery can 
participate in this historic event. As such our local 
Battery will be firing an 18 round Gun Salute at the 
Shrine of Remembrance on the 1 Aug. 
 
 The other national event will be a Cocktail Party at 
Victoria Barracks Sydney in Nov – details will be 
sent out closer to the event. 
 
At the local level and like all good well-constructed 
fire plans, we will be providing superimposition 
with activities at Point Nepean and Fort Queenscliff 
coordinated with the National Fire Plan. 
Coastal and Garrison Artillery is firmly part of our 
heritage here in Victoria and we think it would be 
irresponsible of us if we did not recognise our 
origins in our 150th Birthday Celebration. 
This is exciting so please watch for updates on 
these events.  
 
Last year was tough on all of us but this year we 
have the freedom to celebrate hard especially noting 
we turn 150. I would again encourage all of us to 
make deliberate efforts to get involved in our 
birthday so please think about how you can 
participate when more details are released about up 
and coming events. 
Look forward in reuniting with all of you soon. 
Ubique, 
Jason  
 

 

From The Secretary 
Your committee continues to meet monthly to re-
invigorate the gunner community after the horror 
last year. It’s great to be able to meet face-to-face 

again in the Memorabilia Room (old Jarks Club) at 
Chapel St.,  
 
The main focus of the committee is the 150th 
Anniversary and the events in Victoria under that 
banner. 
The biggest event will be on our birthday, 1 Aug at 
the Shrine and other locations around the state, but 
there are other activities planned. I sent an email out 
to all members with email addresses and also posted 
to our website and facebook page. 
Mark 1 Aug in the calendar as it will be a BIG day! 
Also, if you have time to assist with co-ordination, 
logistics, or communication, we’d love to hear from 
you as this may be too big for the committee alone. 
 
As usual there are notices around gunners passing 
or unwell from the RAA Historical Company. I do 
share these notices via email, but I’d advise 
members to join the  Australian Artillery 
Association facebook group 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/3468185662458
72)  as they post notices promptly. 
 
There was a recent attempt to scam the association 
via email. It looks like the scammer collected names 
and email addresses from the website and tried to 
convince the secretary that the president wanted a 
large amount of money transferred. Luckily it was 
picked up on before anything untoward occurred. 
But it’s a timely reminder to watch emails and 
validate email and website addresses - if they aren’t 
from someone you’re not expecting or don’t look 
legit, don’t click on them or respond to them.   
 
We aim to update the website 
(http://artilleryvic.org.au) as regularly as we can, 
and we also communicate via our facebook group 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/ArtilleryAssoc
Victoria). We are planning on digitising the 
museum collection (huge task) and posting it on the 
website. Watch this space. 
David Edwards 
 

 

Membership Report  
Hi to all members, 
 
Our membership numbers are still the same as last 
report, which is good in that we have not lost 
anyone. 
Our current members are: 
 183 paid members 



3 
 

 

 38 affiliate members 
New members are always welcome. 
 
It was great to see many faces at the luncheon and 
the feeling in the room was “happy to meet again”, 
just what everyone needed. 
 
Take care. 
 
Ubique 
Paul Heron 
 

 
 

BOOK REVIEW: 
“CONSCRIPTED – NOW IT’S OUR TURN” 

“Leaving the security of the busses with the drill 
instructors shouting at us, calling us all sorts of 
names “maggots, shit for brains” etc and letting us 
know that as recruits we were the lowest form of 
military life”. “Recruit” one shouted, “I’m going to 
rip off your head and shit down your neck”. I 
looked at my twin brother and thought “hell, we 
volunteered for this”? 
This was our welcome to the 2nd Recruit Training 
Battalion at Puckapunyal on the 1st of October 1969 
the 18th intake of National Servicemen as eight 
hundred former civilians began their two year 
commitment to the Australian Army.  
The next two years would see two young innocent 
civilians become soldiers and serve their country in 
its most unpopular war. 
 
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of twin gunners 
Peter and David Gibson’s tours in Vietnam in 1971 
with 12 Field Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery, 
this book is a personal story of two young teenagers 
call to duty. Firstly in 1968 with 121 LAA Bty 
(CMF) based at Larrakeyah Barracks in Darwin and 
their National Service training from October 1969 
to 1971. It also tells the story of an unforgotten part 
of the war in South Vietnam, the role played by the 
Headquarters Battery attached to each of the three 
Artillery regiments that saw duty at the 1st 
Australian Task Force base at Nui Dat Phuoc Tuy 
Province from 1965 to 1971, a Bty with no guns, 
whose role was that of ‘Command and Control’ of 
the Task Force fire support and the Air Warning 
Cell.  Whilst David served as a gunner with A Bty, 
Peter served his tour attached to HQ Bty as a 
signaller in Task Force HQ as part of the Artillery 
Tactical Control Centre or Arty Tac.   Subsequently 

he served with the 1st Australian Artillery Liaison 
Unit based with US and SVN units at the Province 
HQ in Ba ria. 
 

 
 
The story tells the myriad of roles played by the 120 
members of this Battery from signallers, surveyors, 
drivers, plant operators, forward observer teams out 
bush with various units, cooks, clerks, hygiene 
operators, medical staff, water point operators, 
shotguns that accompanied convoys out of Nui Dat 
to one of the many Fire support bases constructed in 
the province, tailors and others. The 336 page story 
is accompanied by photos that complete the 
author’s aim of telling a detailed story. The photos 
are part of the ‘Peter Gibson’ collection held by the 
Australian War Memorial and after reading the 
Draft they have also requested a copy of this book 
for future research material. 
The book “CONSCRIPTED – NOW IT’S OUR 
TURN” is currently being finalised for printing and 
depending on the final costings will sell for around 
$50-60. There are only 150 copies planned. 
Anyone interested in securing a copy please 
contact :  
Peter Gibson:  ph 0407554036 or email @ 
gibbop@dodo .com.au. 
 

 

 



4 
 

 

Transit Security Element 
Operation Resolute 
 
BDR Stjepan Bosnjak has been a reservist since 
2004 
 

 
 
I have recently joined the Association Committee as 
Treasurer. 
I thought as way of introduction I would write 
about my time as a Team leader on Operation 
Resolute from October 2019 to April 2020.  
 
Background 
Operation Resolute is the ADF contribution to 
Maritime Border Command’s (MBC) Operation 
Maritime Protector and the MBC-led, multi-agency 
Operation Sovereign Borders. The MBC is a joint 
ADF & Home Affairs agency tasked with maritime 
security and patrolling, and border control. Other 
agencies involved in this alphabet soup of acronyms 
include DFAT & the various intelligence 
organisations. 
 
The Operation RESOLUTE Area of Operations 
includes Australia's Exclusive Economic Zone 
(AEEZ). EEZ’s extend up to 200 nautical miles 
from a nation’s terrestrial territory and Australia has 

the third largest claimed EEZ in the world, behind 
France and the US. We claim 10,148,250 square 
km, roughly 10 per cent of the world's surface and 
includes Christmas, Cocos Keeling, Heard, 
McDonald, Macquarie, Norfolk and Lord Howe 
Islands.  
 
For some idea of the vastness, Christmas Island is 
closer to Java than it is to Oz. Cocos Keeling is 
halfway to Sri Lanka. 
 
There are thousands of ships within the AEEZ at 
any one time. 
 
The current period of Australia’s history of 
maritime border control can be traced to the Tampa 
Crisis in 2001. Then Prime Minister John Howard 
introduced the Pacific Solution to ‘stop the boats’. 
The Rudd and Gillard Governments introduced 
their own solutions. In the 2013 Federal Election, 
the Coalition’s number one promise was to ‘Stop 
the Boats’. They won the election and Operation 
Sovereign Borders was their solution. From 2001 
up until maybe 4 years ago the boats were still 
coming. People were dying en masse. Now not so 
much.  
 
So if the boats and dying have stopped, why is 
Sovereign Borders still a thing? Short answer: 
Deterrence. If the border patrols stop, the boats will 
come again. Moreover, there are other tasks to be 
done. Sovereign Borders tasks include: 

• Illegal Maritime Arrivals; 
• Maritime terrorism; 
• Piracy, robbery and violence at sea; 
• Compromise to bio-security; 
• Illegal activity in protected areas; 
• Illegal exploitation of natural resources (e.g. 

illegal fishing); 
• Marine pollution; and 
• Prohibited imports and exports 

 
My Journey 
My role was as a Team Leader for the Transit 
Security Element (TSE). TSE are a team of 4-6 
Army personnel seconded to Navy patrol boats to 
provide the muscle in case any of the above 
mentioned Sovereign Border taskings came to 
fruition. 
 
My pre-deployment training was at HMAS 
Cerberus on the Mornington Peninsula, and went 
for around 5 weeks. During this time we covered:  
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• Boarding Party drills  
• Use of Force 
• Non-lethal weapons 
• Defensive Tactics 
• Riot control 
• Pistols 
• Survival at sea 
• Safety Of Lives At Sea (SOLAS) 

 
From there we went to tropical Darwin, where we 
were based for the next few months. When not on-
board the Navy patrol boats, I had a lot of 
downtime, so got to see what The Top End has to 
offer. 
 
There are amazing national parks, like Litchfield 
National Park with its awe-inspiring waterfalls. 
There are WWII historical tours (Darwin was one 
of the main staging posts for the Australian military 
in WWII). You can see some of NT’s unique 
wildlife in Wildlife Parks. The Art Gallery had the 
Sydney Nolan Ned Kelly exhibition when I was up 
there. And the beaches are perfect for that on point 
sunset selfie. 

 
It would be remiss of me to neglect to mention 
Mitchell St – Darwin’s answer to Adelaide’s 
Hindley Street, Sydney’s Kings Cross, Melbourne’s 
Chapel St, and whatever the other states and 
territories have as their nightlife hotspots. Per capita 
Darwin has the highest rate of alcohol consumption 
and STDs in Australia. I am not sure if these two 
stats are in any way related, however I have a 
suspicion Mitchell St is responsible for both of 
them. 
 
When on the boats though, it was all business. As 
anyone in defence knows, military life is 10% 
action and 90% boredom. During that 90% I 
integrated my army team in with the navy crew and 
we assisted with duties on the boat, including 
helping in the kitchen, learning to steer the boat and 
doing watch on the bridge, cleaning duties 
(everyone cleans, otherwise with so many people 
living in such a confined space, things can get a bit 
unhygienic), and bringing the boat into and out of 
harbour. As a Team Leader, I had addition tasks, 
such as administration, discipline, man management 
and welfare, as well as assimilating into the naval 
chain of command and attending all sorts of orders 
and briefs. I also ran training programs for my team, 
refreshing and consolidating the learning we did in 
Cerberus, as well as covering things like First Aid, 

radio communications, navigation, Prisoner of War 
handing, weapons testing, cleaning and firing. 
 
As my journey was drawing a close, COVID 19 hit 
the world. Darwin is already an isolated wild west, 
so I felt a bit detached and bewildered, as I watched 
news reports of people punching on over toilet 
paper. I was thinking the wild west I was leaving is 
more civilised than the civilisation I am coming 
back to. However. I readjusted back to the civilian 
world fairly easily. Having my own bathroom 
definitely helps. Was also nice to see my wife and 
toddler son again. 
Stjepan Bosnjak 
 

 


