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1988 BRIG K. V. Rossi AM, OBE, RFD, ED 

1991 MAJ M. Taggart RFD, ED 

2004 MAJ N. Hamer RFD 

 

JOURNAL NAME: 

CASCABEL - Spanish - Origin as small bell or 

Campanilla (pro: Kaskebell), spherical bell, knob 
like projection.  

CASCABLE - English spelling. 

ARTILLERY USE: 

After 1800 AD, it became adjustable. The breech 
is closed in large calibres by a CASCABEL(E) 
screw, which is a solid block of forged wrought 
iron, screwed into the breech coil until it pressed 
against the end of the steel tube. In the smaller 
calibres, the A bore tube is carried through to 
form the CASCABEL(E) 

ώwŜŦΥ ά¢ŜȄǘ .ƻƻƪ ƻƴ CƻǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǘŎέΣ wƻȅŀƭ 
Military College, Sandhurst, by COL G. Philips, 
RE, 4th Ed, Ch-1, P9, para 28, 1884]. 

[Source: COL Alan Mason, Vic, May 1993]. 

CASCABEL HISTORY: 

The name was put forward by the first editor, 
LTCOL Rob Gaw, and accepted because of its 
unique and obvious Artillery connection. 

ASSOC LOGO: LAPEL BADGE: 

Our Assoc Logo and Lapel 
Badge is the 1800 AD 9 Pdr 
Waterloo Field Gun. Copy is 
taken from Device, Badge and Motto of the 
Royal Regiment of Artillery, as approved in 1833, 
by HM King William IV. 

The Badge is a copy of the left arm brass gilded 
gun once worn by GUN SGTS above the chevrons 
on each arm. Brassards worn by IGs at North 
Head were embroidered with this insignia. It 
differs from the logo in that the badge has been 
cast with the rammer in a different position and 
the end of the trail has been reduced in length. 
Selected by MAJ Warren Barnard, 1984 Assoc 
Committee 

FORMER PATRONS,  

PRESIDENTS & HISTORY 

CASCABEL  
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RAA ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC 
COMMITTEE  

 
President: Maj Neil Hamer RFD 
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Vice President: Lt Col Jason Cooke 

 9705 1155 
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 Maj Merv Taggart RFD, ED 
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Secretary: Mrs Rachel Decker 
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VIC REGT CONTACTS 
 

2/10 Light Bty 9526 4222 

38 Light troop 

8 Chapel St  

St Kilda 

 

22 Light Troop 8710 2407 

65 Princes Hwy  

Dandenong South 
 

CONTENTS AND SUBMISSIONS 
 

The contents of CASCABEL Journal are determined 
by the editor. Articles or opinions of authors & 
contributors are their own, and do not necessarily 
represent or reflect the official position of the RAA 
Assn (Vic) Inc, Australian Army, the committee, 
the editor, staff or agents. 

 

Article style, clarity and conciseness remain the 
responsibility of the article owner or author. 

 

Submissions for the October 2013 issue are  
required no later than 1 September 2013 unless 
otherwise arranged with the Editor. 

 

COPYRIGHT (C) 

RAA ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC -2000 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

ISSN 1322-6282 

MEMBERS & KINDRED 

ORGANISATIONS ADF & 

ACCREDITED RESEARCH: 

 

Only Members, Kindred Organisations, ADF and 
accredited researchers, may copy without prior 
approval, ORIGINAL articles or items of interest, 
within this Journal, if the source and author are 
acknowledged. Based on goodwill. 

 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά/ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘέ ƻǊ άό/ύέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 
with an article or where the material has been 
reproduced from a designated source, permis-
sion to copy should be sought from the Author 
or Source given. 

 

COMMERCIAL USE/PRODUCTS & 

BOOKS 

 
Apart from members/kindred organisations/ ADF 
and accredited research, no part of CASCABEL is to 
be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying or recording by any storage or re-
trieval system without written permission from 
the RAA Assn (Vic) Inc, the authors or the refer-
enced source. Reproduction in any manner in 
whole or part in English or any other language is 
prohibited. 
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The ANZAC Day dawn service was again conducted 
at Sargood Barracks St Kilda this year. It was 
organised by 2/10 Lt Bty and the Association. 5/6 
RVR ( the Battalion which is attached to 2/10 Lt 
Bty!!) attended the functions organised by the 
Battalion. The service followed the usual format 
and was very well presented, and the light 
breakfast after the service was a little different, 
but very acceptable. 

SSgt Reg Morrell and his committee of Brig Doug 
Perry ran the RAA Luncheon at the RACV last 
March. It was well attended and an enjoyable 
social occasion. 

The 2013 Gunner Dinner Will be held on the 4th 
Oct. I look forward to seeing as many members as 
possible on the night. 

I, of course, must remind you of the most 
important activity of the year, the Golf Day. This 
will be held on the 8th Nov after the second most 
important activity, the Annual General Meeting on 
the 7th. 

The Justice Department which controls all 
incorporated associations in Victoria has decided 
to change their Model Rules (Constitution). This 
means that our Constitution must be changed to 
suit their changes. Maj Robin Smith is working on 
the changes at the moment. Our proposed 
constitution has to be approved by the Justice 
Department, and then we will need to accept it at 
the AGM. A copy will be posted on our website 
when it is completed so that you can read it before 
the AGM. We require a quorum of course, so 
please try to attend. 

I must congratulate all editors for their 
contributions in ensuring Cascabel has attained its 
30th Anniversary. Further comments from our 
editor begin on p11. 

It is our intention to start a Letters to the Editor 
page in Cascabel 117. Letters can be questions, 
opinions, criticisms, about any Artillery related 
topic, or praise or acknowledgement of any item. 

Letters should be limited to approx. 200 words, 
signed and sent to the Editor by mail or email. 

Letters to the Editor are not to be confused with 
other items you may submit for publication which 
may be of any length. 

All items submitted shall be published at the 
discretion of the Editor. They may also be edited 
for publication purposes. 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǇнΦ 

Neil Hamer 

MAJ (Retd) 

Membership Report 

Current Membership as at 1 June 13 

Life Members 196 (193) 

Annual Members 45 (42) 

Senior Annual Members 13 (13) 

Affiliates 29 (30) 

Others (CO/CI, Messes, etc.) 9 (9) 

Libraries 4 (4) 

w{[Ωǎ 4 (4) 

Total 300 (294) 

 

New Members 

We welcome Sgt Cedric John Spalding as an 
Annual Member and Gnr Kevin Leonard Poulter as 
a Life Member. 

The usual reminder about the proforma on the last 
page below the Parade Card. 

If you have not already done so, it would be 
appreciated if you would provide the information 
requested so that our files can be kept up to date.  
This proforma should also be used to notify us of 
any changes in the future. 

Neil Hamer   Contact:  Telephone:   9702 2100 

MAJ (Retd) 0419 533 067 

Membership Co-ord   

Email: 
nhamer@bigpond.net.au  

 

The President Writes  
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Lƴ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ L ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ .ŀǘǘŜǊȅΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǿ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to report that the Battery is working well and making a major contribution to the Army with gunners 
deployed to RAMSI and a troop supporting the School of Artillery in the recent firepower display in 
addition to their regular training commitment. 

I was impressed by the enthusiasm and skill that the gunners from 2/10 Light Battery demonstrated 
during the firepower display at Puckapunyal.   This exposure is important in demonstrating their 
skills and in making the wider Army aware that they make a contribution to capability.  It was also 
valuable for the gunners to see the wide range of firepower available to support the combined arms 
team in conventional combat.  There is a more detailed article in this issue of Cascabel 

I would also comment the RAA seminar program being run by LTCOL Cooke.  The first for 2013 was 
held last month (May) at Sargood Barracks and was most informative in presenting the current 
situation and the immediate challenges the Light Battery is facing.  I encourage all members to try to 
attend when they are able.  A program of events is included in the parade card in Cascabel. 

Finally I was able to attend the Associations visit to South Channel fort.  This was a well organised 
activity which allowed a number of members to visit a historic site which formed part of the harbor 
defences of Victoria prior to federation.  The fort is in a remarkable state of preservation and I 
would recommend a future visit to allow more members to see the structure. 

Ubique 

From the Colonel Commandant 

Do you recognize any of these members of 23 Bty at Frankston? 
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FAREWELL PARADE FOR ROTATION 30 ς 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

On Sunday the 24th March the COLCOMDT BRIG 
Peter Alkemade, the RAA Association of Victoria 
and the 10th Medium Regiment Association were 
lucky enough to represent our memberships at the 
farewell parade 4th Brigade was conducting for 
the next rotation of soldiers deploying to the 
Solomon Islands. It was a great day full of activities 

for the children along with various displays of 
military hardware related to the equipment the 
soldiers would be utilising on operations. So it was 
fantastic to witness the eager engagement and 
enjoyment families and friends had in the displays 
and activities.  Everyone I spoke with commented 
about the wonderful opportunity they had in 
ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ άƎƻ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ 
Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘέΦ aȅ ǎƻƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
over the Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV). 

The main event of course was the parade and the 
soldiers executed the challenging format with 
precision, pride and a huge degree of 

professionalism. It was a wonderful display and a 
fitting celebration illustrating their readiness as a 
total force for whatever awaits them overseas. The 
format included a special tribute by 3 Platoon in a 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƛƧƛŀƴ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άIŀƪŀέΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ 
this highlighted the tight relationships already 
formed as there were a few Aussies amongst the 
ranks, who performed as one with their new 
mates. 

The day was a great success especially noting that 
this is the first time in Victoria that 2/10 Field 
Regiment (at the time) was given the opportunity 
to fill positions in an overseas deployment. Hence 
20 Gunners from the new 2/10 Light Battery have 
deployed with 5/6 RVR filling important 
communication, linguist and headquarter roles.  

The day ended with afternoon tea where everyone 
sent them off with their love, best wishes and 
words of encouragement upon their safe return.  It 
was a fantastic day and I have no doubt that from 
the display of comradeship and mateship, the 
deployment will be a highlight of their military 
career. Well done and good luck to all. 

Message from our Association VP 

Lt Col Jason Cook 
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A message from the Battery Commander 

2/10 Light Battery RAA 

5th/6th Battalion 

Royal Victoria Regiment 

Major Garry Rolfe CSC 

A  warm welcome to all members of the 
Gunner family. Once again it gives me 

great pleasure to provide a report to Cascabel 
on behalf of the Light Battery. 

The Light Battery commemorated its first ANZAC 
DAY Dawn Service at the Sargood Barracks on 
25th April. In the early and quiet hours of the 
morning members both past and present along 
with families and friends gathered at the  
DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
BSM WO2 Paul Wainwright with the wonderful 
support provided by the Rev John Bottomley 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
adjacent to the Barracks. The Colonel Comman-
dant Southern Region, Brigadier Peter Alkemade 
attended the Service as Principal Guest and de-
livered the ANZAC Day address. The Band  
provided excellent musical support (as usual) to 
the Service including an outstanding rendition of 
Advance Australia Fair by Musn Cherry. 

Following a hearty breakfast prepared by LBdr 
Overall and his work party the Catafalque Party 
departed to support Berwick RSL in the High 
Street. Members of the Catafalque featured in 
the following edition of the Berwick Leader 
newspaper. The Band then joined force with 
4th/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse Band for the 
ANZAC Day march through the city and down St 
Kilda Road to the Shrine. 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowl-
edge and thank the RAA Association for their 
generous support to the Light Battery in provid-
ing funds for the ANZAC Day breakfast. 

During the period 29th April ς 2nd May and on 
acceptance of an invitation from the Comman-
dant, Combined Arms Training Centre (CATC) at 
Puckapunyal the Light Battery (-) deployed 3 
tubes and a command post in support of EX 
Chongju. This EX is a demonstration of Army 
combat weapons systems and effects in the  
Battlespace in the form of a firepower demon-

stration. EX Chongju is a component of the Com-
bat Officers Advanced Course. 

This support task provided a valuable training 
opportunity for the Light Battery to fire HE and 
Red Phosphorous (white phosphorous) ammuni-
tion. The mortars were deployed in a prime  
location directly in front of the viewing stand. 
The professionalism of the detachments and 
timely and accurate engagement of targets was 
noted by key staff and spectators alike.  

Additional excitement occurred when a grass 
fire ignited by an Abrahams Main Battle Tank 
engaging a target with the main armament 
spread unexpectedly and came exceptionally 
close to the tubes and stores. A quick response 
by members of the Light Battery extracted the 
tubes and stores to a safe location. 

Gnr Ollis 
See next page 
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The Light Battery received praise and thanks 
from many sources including CATC and  
Commander 4th .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ .ŀǘǘŜǊȅΩǎ  
Gunner Ollis even featured in a photo in the next 
days edition of the Herald Sun preparing to fire a 
mortar round. The Light Battery also received an 
invitation to provide future support to CATC 
courses and activities. 

In my first report I mentioned the Joint Fires 
Cell. This Cell is a 2nd Division asset comprising 
ARA and Ares staff led by Lt Col Warrick Young. 
The Cell performs a multitude of functions  
including trade management and development, 
and conduct of national trade courses in  
addition to providing vital support to the Light 
Batteries. The training and operations function is 
supported by a Master Gunner and SMIG 
(Sergeant Major Instructor in Gunnery). 

In May the light Battery conducted a Salute Gun 
Course for members of the Light Battery being 
the first course conducted since 2010. This 
course qualified Gunners on the drills required 
to bring the Gun into and out of action and  
perform the duties of Gun Number during the 
firing of a Salute. The requirement for this  
qualification is due to the M2A2 Howitzer being 
withdrawn from service, however the M2A2 is 
the Gun used to fire ceremonial salutes. I pass 
on my thanks and acknowledge the work of 
BSM, WO2 Wainwright and SMIG, WO2 Brown 
for their preparation and conduct of the course. 
I also thank Sgt Wessner and Bdr Johnson for 
instruction during the conduct of the course. No 
course would run efficiently without the behind 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ D5Ωǎ όDŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
Duty Staff) under the watchful eye of Pte Simsir. 

On Saturday 8th June, precisely at midday the 
Light Battery will fire a 21 Gun Salute on the  
occasion of the birthday of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II our Captain General. 

The Salute is to be fired at midday on the  
Forecourt at the Shrine of Remembrance. On 
this occasion I extend a warm invitation far and 
wide to all Gunners, families and friends to  
attend on the day to join the Light Battery at the 
Shrine. 

Last month the Officers, Warrant Officers and 
{ŜƴƛƻǊ bƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƳŜ  

together for a Battalion Dinner at the Geebung 
Polo Club in Hawthorn. At the dinner the Light 
.ŀǘǘŜǊȅ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ b/hΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 
welcomed to the Mess by the Commanding  
Officer. On this occasion the new subalterns 
were also welcomed to the Regiment and  
presented the 5th/6th Battalion, Royal Victoria 
Regiment lanyard and pugaree flash. The  
occasion was concluded in fine company at the 
combined Officers and Sergeants Mess at  
Battalion Headquarters. 

Recently, I attended Battalion Headquarters on a 
Sunday morning where members of the Royal 
Victoria Regiment Association, Royal Australian 
Artillery Association and 10th Medium Regiment 
Association combined forces to pack care  
packages for members of the Battalion on  
Rotation 30, the deployment to the Solomon 
Islands. In true military style an enthusiastic 
band formed an efficient and effective work 
party to pack the contents of the care packages. 

 Families of deployed members attended  
Battalion Headquarters for lunch and opportu-
nity to add a small item to the packages. A  
special mention of thanks must go to Bob Hart 
for his leadership at this activity on the day. 

Take care and stay safe. 

Kind regards 

GR 

Ubique 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
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EDITORS INDULGENCE. 

As this journal marks the 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF CASCABEL, I have prepared the following 
article. I trust that it will update and/or remind members of how Cascabel has been kept 
alive all of these years. 

In the preparation of this article, I envisaged perhaps 3-4 pages at the most. However, it has blown out to 
9 + pages, so I am publishing it in 2 parts. The following is part 1 of 2. 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CASCABEL EDITORS 

In 1983 the Royal Australian Artillery Association (Vic) Inc. decided to produce a newsletter similar to the 
Gunner Newsletter which circulated a limited number of editions in the late seventies. It is necessary to 
recap on a little history first. A request had been made by Maj Gen NA Vickery (then Colonel 
Commandant for RAA 3 Div) in 1977 or early 1978 for a regional Gunner publication to be instituted. 
General Vickery asked that 132 Div Loc Bty take on this role for the Corps. The publication was edited by 
then Maj (but later Brig) Doug Perry and WO2 Phil Baines, both at that time serving with 132 Div Loc Bty 
RAA as BC and BSM respectively. The Newsletter was only published twice (March and June 1978), and 
after Doug Perry was promoted and posted from the Locating Battery the publication was not produced 
again. 

The RAA Association was very active in the period after its formation in April 1978, developing ideas for 
keeping members involved and engaged with their Association. The association had discussed publishing 
ŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǊŜŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ άDǳƴƴŜǊ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
two editions. The RAA Association Committee endorsed the idea in early 1983 and appointed then RAA 
Association committee members Maj (but later Lt Col) Rob Gaw and Capt 
Judith Davis as Editor and Assistant Editor respectively. 

The first edition of the newsletter was produced in July 1983, and the 
content of this first edition was very limited indeed. It was modelled after 
the earlier publication and was printed in the same size (B5) and layout. In 
fact, the editor and his assistant spent more time thinking of a suitable 
name for the newsletter than they did seeking out subject matter for 
inclusion in it. After much fruitless discussion, Rob and Judith resorted to 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǘŜǾŜ DƻǿŜǊΩǎ ό[ŀǘŜǊ aŀƧ DŜƴ { b DƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Australian War Memorial, Canberra) book Guns of the Regiment for 
inspiration. The term that caught their attention was Cascabel (refer to 
the first illustration on page 11 of the book) or Cascable as it is spelt in the 
ōƻƻƪΩǎ DƭƻǎǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ǝǳƴ 
related, it was different, and it was thought its use would create a point of 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

Rob submitted the name Cascabel to the next committee meeting of the 
Association and it was officially approved as the name of the new 
publication. 

Although small in size, the early editions of Cascabel were very labour 
intensive to produce and circulate. The text had to be typed and proof 
read. The pages were then photocopied, collated and folded. Dataforce 
tǘȅ [ǘŘ όwƻō DŀǿΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅύ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ 
membership system for the Association which printed all address labels. 
Address labels needed to be updated, printed and affixed to the 
envelopes before the newsletter was inserted, after which all of the 
envelopes were sealed using a roller and water. In order to take advantage 

This picture of Rob was taken 
when he was a Major. 
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of reduced postal charges, the newsletter became a registered publication which created the additional 
task of sorting the envelopes into postcode areas before being taken to the post office for distribution. 
Approximately, 350 ς 400 newsletters were prepared for each quarterly mail-out by no more than the 
editorial staff of two and perhaps one other volunteer. 

After Dataforce closed down in 1986, David Osborne approached the successor business (now called 
Hansen Technologies Ltd with which he is still associated) to continue to maintain the membership 
register and print labels for each issue, which they did at no charge for some years until the Association 
acquired a suitable software product. 

The early editions of Cascabel could not have been produced without the unpaid support and facilities 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ wƻō DŀǿΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 5ŀǘŀŦƻǊŎŜ tǘȅ [ǘŘ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǳƎ tŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ hǎōƻǊƴŜΩǎ ŦƛǊƳ {ƘŜǇŀǊŘ 
²ŜōǎǘŜǊ ϧ hΩbŜƛƭƭ tǘȅ [ǘŘΦ 5ƻǳƎ tŜǊǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ όƎǊŀǘƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
Association letterhead by another of his business interests Rolls Printing Pty Ltd.  

I am indebted to Maj David Osborne for the preceding introductory paragraphs. (ed) 

In his first editorial, Maj Gaw wrote: 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ϧ/!{/!.9[ϦΣ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
newsletter quarterly, in July, October, January and April each year. The aim of the newsletter is to keep all 
interested gunners, both past and present, up to date with gunner activities within Victoria. Much news for 
publication in the newsletter, concerning the three gunner units in Victoria is readily available through the 
serving members on your committee. Likewise, news of the activities of the Association itself is available from 
the committee. However, articles of interest not available from these sources are necessary to make the 
newsletter appealing to all gunners, both new and old. Any contributions would be most gratefully accepted. 
Please address them to: RAA Association (Victoria) Artillery Training Depot Batman Avenue, aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜέΦ 

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE. MORE CONTRIBUTIONS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED. (ed) 

Maj Osborne continues. 

άLƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ wƻō Dŀǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛǎ - Commissioned as an Officer (2Lt) into RAA 
S Comd 27 October 1967. After initial corps training was allotted to 3 Bty as a Sect Comd in 1969. He 
progressed through the officer ranks with reasonable speed as a GPO, then FO, and was Bty Capt at 132 
Div Loc Bty in 1977. Promoted to Maj (Bty Comd) at 10 Mdm Regt Geelong and then Lt 
Col as CO of 10 Mdm Regt Geelong in Sept 1983. Rob was a Director and 50% owner of a 
computer software business called Dataforce Pty Ltd. He took the position of Managing 
Director in Sydney of a subsidiary of Dataforce Pty Ltd in late 1985 and so transferred to 
the Reserve of Officers to concentrate on his business interests. In late 1986 Lt Col Rob 
Gaw was diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer, sought various forms of 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳŎŎǳƳōŜŘ ƛƴ мфут ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ пл ȅŜŀǊǎέΦ 

Cascabel had continued under their very capable hands until journal No. 
9 in July 1986 (it had doubled in size) when being in Sydney and illness 
prevented any further involvement from Rob. 

I remember him well as a dedicated officer of whom I was fortunate to 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ Dth ƻŦΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ н .ǘȅΦ ²hн hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ϧ L 
were even invited to evening sessions in his home where we were 
taught and practiced in some of the intricacies of the CP. Taken far too 
soon. 

It was fortunate for our Association that a readymade editor was 
available to immediately step up and carry the reins. Capt Judith Davis 
ensured Cascabel would continue by becoming editor No 2 and 
published her first journal - No. 10 - in October 1986 and carried on 
ǳƴǘƛƭ bƻΦ нм ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мфуфΦ WǳŘƛǘƘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŀǎ Judith at her OCTU graduation 

ceremony. 
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outstanding. 

Captain Judith Davis enlisted into the Army as an Officer Cadet at OCTU, 3MD in February 1976, and 
graduated as a 2Lt in October 1977. Allotted to RAA upon being commissioned into the Women's Royal 
Australian Army Corps (WRAAC), Judith paraded with 132 Div Loc Bty in the role of Battery Officer. 
Subsequent promotion to Lt, Judith was posted to 2/15 Fd Regt at Batman Avenue as the IO. Her next 
posting was to HQ RAA 3 DIV as SO3 (Arty). This was a role that was largely centred around Officer 
career management activities. Judith was promoted to Captain during this posting. A non-corps posting 
at HQ 3 Div was followed by roles at OCTU on the admin team, and HQ 3 Div as a staff officer. Judith also 
paraded at Victoria Barracks as a Staff Officer involved with Army Reserve soldier career management 
for Victoria. Captain Davis transferred to the Reserve of Officers in 1993.  

Any change of editor always needs someone volunteering for the task. This time it was taken up by Maj 
Ross Peterken as editor No 3 who published No. 22 in October 1989 and completed his excellent work 
ǿƛǘƘ bƻΦ пм ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мффпΦ aŀƧΦ tŜǘŜǊƪŜƴΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦ wŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

Graduated from Course 9 OCTU and posted to 2Fd. Regt. as 2Lt ς Section Comd. 2 Bty. in October 1973 

Various postings in 2/15 Fd Regt until 1979. 

Posted to 132 Div. Loc. Bty. as Survey Troop Comd. and acting BK April 80 

Posted to 2/15Fd. Regt as BK Oct 84 

Promoted Major and Posted as BC HQ Bty July 85 

Posted to 132 Div. Loc. Bty as BC. In July 87 

Posted as 2IC 2/15 Fd. Regt in 88 

Placed on the Retired List in June 89 

In providing me with this info, Ross said: 

άLƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ L 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊ b/hϥǎ ƭƛƪŜ 5ƻŎ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ .ƻō !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ /ǊŀƛƎ /ƻƻƪ ŜǘΦ !ƭΥέΦ 

His first editorial stated: 

ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ŀǎŎŀōŜƭΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
presentation and content that we have been used to. In this I will be ably assisted by our membership secretary 
Major David Osborne. It would be of assistance if any articles for inclusion in Cascabel are forwarded to: (!!)  

I would like to thank, on behalf of all of us, Capt Judith Davis who, for many years has, amongst a multitude of 
other tasks, been the editor of CasŎŀōŜƭέΦ  

Pressures of business led to Ross being forced to relinquish his position as editor.  

His final journal included the following: 

= From the Editor's Desk = 

ά¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ two issues, that I have asked for the assistance of an assistant editor to 
help with the preparation and distribution of CASCABEL. Unfortunately, there were no takers. Again 
unfortunately, my situation, both work and personal, has necessitated my advising the committee 
that I will not be seeking re-election as a committee member at the August AGM. 

Naturally, I gave this quite a deal of thought, but in the end, made the decision not to stand. This will I 
hope be temporary, as my commitments will, over the next year or so, decrease; I reckon I'll be back. I 
would like to thank all the correspondents over the last 4-5 years that I  have had CASCABEL. Please 
keep the articles, anecdotes, etc. coming in, for without them, no newsletter or journal would 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎέΦ  

t{Φ άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ that can help the committee with this newsletter - please let us ƪƴƻǿέΦ 



 

 14 

Editor: Major Ross Peterken RFD 

On this page, I am changing the format to a 2 column 
layout. Lt Auchettl was the first editor to use it. (ed) 

Next to step up as editor No 4 was Lt John Auchettl. 
Suddenly, Cascabel had ballooned out to 24 pages. 
The President, Maj Merv Taggart wrote: 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ new format? We were 
becoming quite concerned about finding a new editor 
when Lt John Auchettl offered his services. 

Suddenly we had new deadlines to meet and 
urgent requests f o r  a r t i c l e s .  J o h n  i s  v e r y  
enthusiastic and has many new and exciting ideas 
for the magazine, including the change to 
this new shape and format. I am sure that he 
will welcome your comments on these changes. 

It would be remiss of me, if I did not pay 
tribute to Ross Peterken, who has been carrying 
the load of Cascabel for five or so years now. I 
am sure you will agree with me that it has 
been a very readable little newsletter and an 
irreplaceable means of communication with the 
membership.  

Ross has had to relinquish his position as 
Editor and Committee Member due to the pressure 
of other interests, not the least of which is his 
position at Telecom. On behalf of the Association 
I thank Ross for his skill and humour in maintaining 
the ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ /ŀǎŎŀōŜƭέΦ 

The following is a rather lengthy first editorial by Lt 

Auchettl. I have included it in full as it 
demonstrates his desire to upgrade Cascabel from 
a newsletter to a journal. 

ά¢I!bY ¸h¦ wh{/h 

My first duty as Editor is to acknowledge my 
predecessor, Major Ross (Rosco) PETERKEN. Rosco 
and I have known each other for some years, [since I 
joined the RAA]. As a "EX-GRUNT", it was Rosco who 
introduced us [me] into the new & very difficult 
world of Artillery with a Regt YO's Course, from this 
our friendship developed. 

Back to the journal, I cannot over emphasise how 
difficult it is to produce a publication such as 
CASCABEL. If you are limited by time, cost, pages 
and space, then the task becomes near impossible. 
Rosco and past Editors will testify to this difficulty. If 
you lack space, you lack the ability to bring good 
articles & variety. Therefore, to each past Editor, our 
Members do owe them a debit of gratitude. It 
should be noted that Ross was Editor of CASCABEL 
from Number 22-1989 to 41-1994. Again, many 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ wƻǎŎƻέΗ 

CASCABEL NEW IMAGE 

ά/!{/!.9[ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ 
"SHANGHAIED" by a number of anonymous 
Gunners, I took the task on one condition, and that 
was to bring our Newsletter up to a standard 
Journal, with variety, photographs, and with the aim 
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of increasing the Associations profile. Thanks to our 
President, Merv and the committee, all took up the 
challenge, and I am on trial for one year, to use all 
Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ ώw9CΥ w!! aLbΥ млуκфпϐέΦ 

DEDICATION TO NORM 

ά!ƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƻŦ /!{/!.9[ ƛǎ 
dedicated to the memory of our past President 
Major PRICE STEWART (NORMAN) WHITELAW, ED. 
who passed away on the 9th of October, 1993. 
Norm was a helpful friend, and in my early days 
when we joined the RAA, he was a wonderful 
ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ !w¢¸έΦ 

NOTE THE: CHANGES 

άbƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΥ 

¶ CLASSIFICATION; CASCABEL is now a JOURNAL! 

¶ PRINT; To keep cost down we will stay with the 
low cost photostat system and non gloss paper. 

¶ DUST COVER; The inside of the Journal "Address 
Dust Cover" will not be wasted, and will hold 
information or photographs that you may find 
interesting. So try and open your cover with care. 

¶ WEIGHT; We are in an Australia Post category, 
that can give us up to 50 pages. That's if we need 
the extra pages. However, size will vary with each 
Journal, due to cost! 

¶ ISSN NUMBER; I have put our Journal into the 
National Library, ACT as a historic record of 
Victorian Artillery. It's ISSN Number is ISSN 1322 - 
6282. [HREF; RAA MIN: 117/94/ & 121/943]. 

¶ HISTORIC DOCUMENTS - It will try and reflect a 
Historic Record of Victorian Artillery past, present 
or the future. Museum Trust record. 

¶ TYPE - JOURNAL; - It is open to past, present and 
future items. Historic, Technical, 2/1O Regt, info, 
functions, interstate items, books, donations, 
museum items and private profiles τ Photo 
Journal. 

¶ PRINT SIZE; - The main print will be in the mid 
range. The level is at Std Press. It is the MPI of the 
many possible computer print types, but the one I 
believe everyone can see. Not too large and not 
too small. 

¶ STORAGE; - I have designed it to fit into a storage 
Folders that can be purchased via the RAA Shop 
τ very soon. 

¶ REFERENCES; - All material should have a 

Reference. One or all of the following τ Source, 
Authors, page, date etc. But try and DO IT! 

¶ PHOTOGRAPHS; - Should have source, location, 
what the photo describes, names and who took it 
as a credit. If you need the photo back then tell 
us. Put your name on the back. 

¶ CONDITIONS; - If you write an article, or letter to 
the Editor please observe the conditions at the 
front page 3D. These will no be strictly enforced 
by me! I may need to use them if we find your 
article a little large. 

¶ LISTS; - List of RAA Assn members & Rank, 2/1O 
Regt Officers / SNCO / OR and past departed 
members, will be listed in some way at some 
future editions. 

¶ INDEX; - There will be a index produced for each 
year and when we have all the data on my 
computer we will try and bring to our members a 
single all edition index, from the first edition. 

¶ PAGE NUMBERS; - From next year (95) the Page-
* will run in sequence for the 4 Journals, for the 
full index. 

¶ MISTAKES; - You will find many mistakes! I am 
not GOLF OSCAR DELTA, just human. But let me 
know, as we can apologise or make a correction. 

L¢Ω{ ¸h¦w Chw¦a 

Remember, you get out of CASCABEL what you put 
into it! So don't complain to us, if you do nothing for 
the Journal. Any ideas write to me. Constructive 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜέΗ 

Further innovations followed. Journals now 
consisted of 36 pages and the front and back pages 
of journals 46-50 were now in colour. 

Journal 50 is dated October 1996. The next journal 
- 53 - is dated October 1997. So what happened to 
Nos 51 and 52? 

Lt Auchettl wrote a two page letter to all members 
dated 31 July, 1997. In it he went to some length in 
an attempt to justify why he had so unexpectedly 
άǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ŀǎŎŀōŜƭΦ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
intend to reproduce the full content here. 
However, his letter concluded with: 

άCƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
thank all those members and many friends who 
have assisted me over the last three years. I hope I 
can get my last two Journals to you, and if so, as 
soon as possible. I am always available to the 
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/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭέΦ 

The two journals were never produced, neither was John able to fulfil  
many of the changes he envisaged!!! 

END OF PART ONE!! 

I did intend to spread this over two journals. However, I changed my mindτa seemingly popular thing 
to do these days. ed 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CASCABEL EDITORS CONTINUES WITH PART 2 

In journal No. 53, the President Maj Merv Taggart politely wrote: 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ōȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
production of Cascabel. John Auchetll is suffering the pressures of his business and other responsibilities 
and the printing arrangements were falling in a hole so you can see that we have had some problems. 

Ron Curtis has offered to take a turn at producing the magazine. I welcome him on to the committee and 
I am sure you will all join me in wishing Ron good luck in this task. I must thank John Auchetll for his three 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέΦ 

wƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŀǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ bƻ р ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǇŀƎŜΦ Lǘ ǊŜŀŘΥ 

EDITOR'S EXOTERICS 

ά²Ƙȅ ŜȄƻǘŜǊƛŎǎΚ Ϧ{ǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎϦΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
rest of this publication is anyway, "not belonging or pertaining to the inner or select 
circle, popular, simple, commonplace", yep! that's me: Ron Curtis, your new Cascabel 
editor. 

Background? Ex-Gun SGT on the old 40mm Bofors at 18 LAA Regt, Kogarah, 111 LAA 
Bty, Holsworthy, 17 LAA Regt, Revesby, 1 Fd Regt, Holsworthy, 9 HAA Regt, Dee Why 
and School of Arty, North Head, all of the latter on detachment as FTD CMF from 
parent unit 18 LAA Regt, where I finally retrained on the new (at the time) Bristol 
Bofors before discharge on 25 Jun 64 after 7yrs 6 days service. NB We must not 

forget those 6 days. Also served as a civilian in the Commonwealth Public Service for 25 years until my 
retirement on a package on 18 Oct 96. Approximately 18 years of those 25 years were with Department 
of Defence and probably more than half that time with Army Directorates. 

I am honoured to be allowed to take over as editor of CASCABEL magazine and am somewhat overawed 
at the thought that I am doing so in the wake of so competent a predecessor as LT Auchettl, who 
unfortunately does not have the amount of free time that I have, being now retired. One thing you will 
notice is that we have had to drop the coloured cover but please note that this will stem the otherwise 
inevitable rise in costs of producing this journal for a while and so help the assn to keep up with inflation. 

I recently went on a holiday to Darwin for a week and while there visited the Military Museum. I can 
definitely recommended it to anyone planning to visit the north in the future, but more about that in the 
ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜέΦ 

Ron Curtis Editor 

You have probably noted that I have reverted back to a single column layout. Lt Auchettl was the first 
editor to produce our journal in a 2 column layout, so I used it for him. Ron decided he liked to read 
across the pages, hence my reversion. 

Ron is the fifth editor of Cascabel. Great (from my biased point of view) to see a SNCO take over the 
reins, and I always enjoyed reading his Exoterics. He had a unique style. It was a pity, however that the 
pictures used were not very clear when printed. To be fair to Ron, that problem was soon overcome & 
future journals were as clear as could be expected. 
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WƻǳǊƴŀƭ bƻΦ тлΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллн ǎŀǿ wƻƴΩǎ 9ȄƻǘŜǊƛŎǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 

άL ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ŦǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ нр {ŜǇ 
01, when I collapsed on my bathroom floor. Fortunately a friend was staying overnight and found me, 
noted that I had vomited up a large volume of blood and called an ambulance, otherwise the medicos tell 
me I would have been dead now. I was in Frankston Hospital by 4.30 am and in theatre by 7 am, 
diagnosis a stomach ulcer. Four litres of blood transfusion and eight days of hospital treatment and I was 
home, but not sparking on all fours again for awhile. But back to normal now I am pleased to be able to 
ǎŀȅέΦ 

wƻƴΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ bƻ тн ŘŀǘŜŘ Wǳƭȅ нллнΦ L ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳΦ 

άIŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǎǘƛƴŜΦ bƻǘ ƴƛŎŜ L Ŏŀƴ 
tell you, but back on the road to full recovery now okay. 

Don't know how reliable I can be counted to continue as Editor of Cascabel as things stand. Anybody 
interested in understudying me so that in the event of me having to give it up, you would be in a position 
to step in and take over, please let me know. 

It needs to be a separate position on the Committee, not something to add to other duties, so keep that 
in mind if you are considering taking me up on it. I would want to keep it on for as long as I am able, but 
ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘέΦ 

wƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴǿŜƭƭΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
found slumped over his beloved computer. I believe he was working on his next Cascabel journal at the 
time. 

Ron Curtis 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻƴ /ǳǊǘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ 
Ron will be missed by the committee and members of the Association for his 
constant and energetic efforts as editor of Cascabel. I (Maj Merv Taggart) have 
drawn these thoughts from a eulogy presented at Ron's funeral by his great friend 
wƻōŜǊǘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊέΦ 

άwƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ мфоу ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ IǳǊǎǘǾƛƭƭŜ {ȅŘƴŜȅΦ IŜ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ 
of seven when he was killed in action during the second world war. Ron was very 
proud of his father and the sacrifice he made in that war. 

He joined the army himself and achieved the rank of Sergeant in an Anti Aircraft 
regiment. He was No 1 on a Bofors gun with the responsibility of training and leading his detachment. 
Like a few of his contemporaries he claims the experience of shooting down a tow plane instead of the 
drone. This may have had something to do with him becoming a senior civilian clerk with the Department 
of Defence in later years. 

To the end he maintained his passion and respect for the armed services and the Artillery Association in 
particular - acting as editor for the magazine CASCABEL. A recent letter to the editor found by his 
computer. 

Ron's interests have included singing, speedway driving, book binding and a time when he contemplated 
becoming a male nurse. Whilst he had a fine voice his performances were restricted to church and an 
accident resulting in a back injury finished his ambitions on the speedway track. 

He was a committed Christian and as such a staunch member of his local Anglican church. He was 
extensively involved with the Boys Brigade as a youth group leader. Ron was editor of the Boys Brigade 
magazine which led him to offer his services for Cascabel when he heard we had need of an editor. He 
had no family other than his great friends Robert and Virginia Taylor and their family. He was of course 
always considered a member of the Gunner family and will be sadly missed by the committee and 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
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So our first SNCO editor has - unexpectedly - made 
ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ bƻ тΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ranks now to a JNCO. The diversity of it all! 

Bdr Lindsay Pritchard 
commenced his six year stint  
as editor No 7 with Journal 
No 74. He introduced himself 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ όbƻǘŜΗ LΩƳ 
back in a two column layout 
as I like it better!!) 

The Editors Scratchings 

άL ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ wƻƴ 
Curtis. He undertook the task of Editor of Cascabel 
with much enthusiasm and seriousness. To follow 
in his footsteps seems quite daunting. After I heard 
of Ron's passing I was wondering who would be 
the new editor. I did some thinking as to what 
would be involved and how much time that it 
might take. What the heck. If the Committee would 
be in favour of me undertaking the task I would 
give it a go. 

In the eyes of the Committee I am still only a 
"baby" at 41 years of age. At present I am 
employed as an Occupational Health and Safety 
Officer for the manufacturing Divisions of the 
Schiavello Group of Companies. (The Schiavello 
Group manufacture commercial office furniture.) 

I enlisted into the Army Reserve in February 1981 
with 3 RAAPC Detachment in North Fitzroy, 
completed driver training and became a driver for 
Pay Corps. 1983 I was promoted to LCpl. Mid 1984 
I commenced full time duty working on the Small 
Arms Replacement Project at the Engineering 
Development Establishment at Maribyrnong. 
October 1985 I moved to Bundaberg and joined D 
Company RQR as a rifleman. November 1987, I 
returned to 3 RAAPC. October 1989 I transferred to 
23 Fd. Bty 2/15 Fd. Regt as a Gun tractor driver. I 

was a Gun tractor driver for a number of years 
before completing IET gun course and promotion 
courses for Bombardier. I was promoted to Bdr. 
Served on the guns as a No. 7 and a No 1. My final 
posting before discharge from Army Reserve in 
December 1999 was as 22 Fd. Bty. Tpt. NCO. 

I will follow the same format for Cascabel as Ron 
has done in the past, however I will make one or 
two changes in content. These changes will be part 
of the regular format. At present I am establishing 
contacts for content, so bear with me if the content 
is not up to the usual standard. I will endeavour to 
keep the standard of writing and content up to 
what you currently expect, however if I do make 
any errors they will not be intentional and will be 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎέΦ 

Lindsay produced 25 journals for our Association - 
a monumental effort as he was still employed 
throughout this time. Equally impressive is that he 
has been our most productive editor. Will this 
achievement ever be beaten - L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻ ōǳǘ 
time will tell!! 

His journals varied in length from 28 - 36 pages 
and his interest in Military History soon became 
evident. His research skills in this regard were 
excellent with many fine articles being produced. A 
few pages were always guaranteed each edition as 
Col Graham Farley was in full swing with his My 
Service Career and Some Other Military 
Reflections series. 

A couple of surprises to me were journal No. 93 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ !р ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ά9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
{ŎǊŀǘŎƘƛƴƎǎέ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ н ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 
As Lindsay told me recently. 

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘȅ L ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛǘΦ όIƛǎ 
ά{ŎǊŀǘŎƘƛƴƎǎέύΦ vǳƛǘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
much to say and the focus to be on articles, not my 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΦ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŎǊŀǘŎƘƛƴƎǎέ ŀǎ ŀ 

In his President Writes column, Maj Taggart stated: 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ 9ȄƻǘŜǊƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ wƻƴ /ǳǊǘƛǎ 
passed away on the 27 Jul last. This was very sad news for us all. Whilst we grieve for him my task is to 
keep Cascabel going and I am finding out quickly just how much Ron did. As is the way of the world, 
Ron's software doesn't want to work on my machine so I am starting from scratch almost. I hope you will  
excuse any shortcomings in this issue (73) but we are doing our best. Lindsay Prichard has offered to take 
over the job of editor after this issue so we must all give him all the help we can for awhile so that he can 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƛƴέΦ 

Excellent work by Maj Taggart in ensuring the continuity of the journal. Even though he only edited a 
single journal, he rightly takes his place as editor No 6. 
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ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ wƻƴ /ǳǊǘƛǎ ά9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ 
9ȄƻǘŜǊƛŎǎέ ό ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
was called). 

For a number of years Cascabel was printed at Vic 
Barracks and Merv Taggart would take a hard copy 
there for printing. We must have begun to have 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭΦ Wŀǎƻƴ 
Cooke from memory was able to get it done 
through the Defence system and could be printed 
anywhere. The A 5 issue was done in error and 
should have been done in A4, we continued in A 4. I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƳŀƭƭέΦ 

Sometime around April/May 2009 our President, 
Maj Neil Hamer made a request for a new editor. 
ά²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘέΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ Lƴ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ bƻΦ мллΣ bŜƛƭ 
wrote the following: 

ά!ǎ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
change in Editor for our magazine. Bdr Lindsay 
Pritchard indicated that he would not be able to 
continue in this position due to a change in his 
employment and relocation to Clunes. Lindsay has 
done a really excellent job during his time as Editor 
and we cannot thank him enough for his 
dedication to the task. 

In response to my plea for a new editor, WO2 Alan 
Halbish has offered to take on the role. I am sure 

that Alan will bring his own 
style to the magazine, as past 
editors have done. We 
enthusiastically and gratefully 
welcome Alan into this 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέΦ 

Having now served for approx. 
4 years as editor No 8, I have 

enjoyed the position immensely. Since I retired in 
2005, I often thought about taking on the job. 
However, there was no way I was going to attempt 
to push Lindsay aside. So when Neil asked for 
volunteers, it was an easy decision to make. 

¸ŜǎΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ 
ǇǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
acceptable. My previous computer experience 
(Journal 100, p8) has enabled me to use Microsoft 
Publisher, a dedicated Desktop Publishing 
Software package that is much easier for me to 
format and manipulate than Microsoft Word. My 
commiserations to previous Word editors. 

I must make a further comment re our previous 

editors. With the exception of Ron Curtis and 
myself, the others were all working full time in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 
they did it as it is an extremely time consuming 
task. I congratulate them all. 

What does the future of Cascabel contain? 

Hopefully, the continuation of each journal being 
printed in colour as it improves the readability 
immensely. 

We really need more members opting to receive 
their Cascabel by email. This would further 
decrease the number of journals to be printed, 
ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘŀƎŜ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜΗ 

Further work needs to be done re informing other 
organisations/readers of our association website 
(www.artilleryvic.org.au) of the type of content 
that is in Cascabel. Hopefully the word will get 
around and more people will be encouraged to 
visit the site. This year has seen the introduction of 
all email clients now having to go to our web site 
to view (and download if they wish) each journal. I 
hope that time will also be spent on perusing other 
content. 

Finally, my inflated ego says that I should include 
the following. It was sent to me from Brig Doug 
Perry, dated 17/04/2012 and contained, amongst 
other things: 

ά²Ƙƛƭǎǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǇŜƴΣ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ 
a recent meeting of the RAA Historical Sub 
Committee, Cascabel was acknowledged as the 
principal Association publication nationally and I 
must say, that without detracting from your 
predecessors, the strength and quality of the 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ /ŀǎŎŀōŜƭ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳέΦ 

Undoubtedly, you will all have your own opinions 
about that!! 

Anything else? Comments/suggestions are always 
welcome. 

How long can I keep going? 

My current aim is to produce more journals than 
.ŘǊ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ tǊƛǘŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ нрΦ !ǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
my 17th, I hope to be around for at least 3 more 
years. After that, who knows! 

Ubique  Alan Halbish  Editor 

Please go to page 75 for a little more info from 
me. 

http://www.artilleryvic.org.au/


 

 20 

SUMMARY  

CASCABEL EDITORS ISSUES/JOURNAL NUMBERS 

Maj Rob M Gaw No 1 July 1983 ς No 9 June 1986 

Capt Judith Davis No 10 October 1986 ς No 21 
July 1989  

Maj Ross A Peterkin No 22 October 1989 ς No 41 
July 1994 

Lt John Auchettl No 42 October 1994 ς No 50 
October 1996 

Sgt Ron Curtis No 53 October 1997 ς No 72 July 
2002 

Maj Merv Taggart No 73 October 2002  

Bdr Lindsay Pritchard No 74 January 2003 ς No 
99 April 2009 

WO2 Alan Halbish No 100 July 2009 ς ??? 
 

hƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƴƻǘŜΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
been given seven copies of Australian Gunner. 
These came from LtCol John Morkham and date 
from 1977 to 1981. There are some excellent 
articles in them and I intend to publish a 
collection of them over the course of the next 
few journals. 

Centre built for new vets 
A NEW centre offering young veterans and their 
families a place to relax and access support 
services has opened in Victoria. 

The Frankston Young Veterans and Families 
Wellbeing Centre was set up by the local RSL to 
reach out to the new generation of veterans. 

Frankston RSL president Brent Clyne said at the 
opening on February 22 that the centre would 
be "alcohol and judgment free". 

"It is a place for all young veterans, including 
those who've served in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
peacekeeping operations, and their families, to 
call their own," he said. 

"Young veterans have special needs and in the 
past veterans hadn't always accessed the care 
they needed. 

"The Young Veterans and Families Wellbeing 
Centre will provide a place of trust, a safe place 
where young vets can have a chat and reach out 
for assistance if they need it." 

Veterans' Affairs Minister Warren Snowdon said 
the centre was a first in Australia and "ensures 
that the young veterans in Frankston have a 
welcoming place to socialise with mates and 
access support services for themselves and their 
families". 

Part of the centre's funding included $73,000 
from the Veteran and Community Grants 
program. 

 

Welcome home: Young veterans liaison officer 
Peter Erdman and Brent Clyne at the Frankston 
Young Veterans and Families Wellbeing Centre. 
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Distinguished vet visits Tarin Kot 
VICTORIA Cross recipient Keith Payne visited troops at Multinational Base Tarin Kot and Al Minhad Air 
Base during a tour of the MEAO from March 13-16. 

Mr Payne, who earnt his VC in the Vietnam War, spent a day with troops at AMAB before heading to 
Tarin Kot with Commander JTF 633 Maj-Gen Michael Crane and Deputy Chief of Joint Operations 

RAdm .Soldiers from the 7RAR Task Group hosted Mr Payne for his 
visit and took him through a series of equipment demonstrations. 

He also participated in briefings and had time to share experiences 
with his modern-day counterparts. 

Pictured here alongside 7RAR Pte Brad Maidment, Mr Payne  
discusses the use of mortars on operations with troops from the task 
group. 
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Dress manual clears confusion 
New document and updates make it easier to understand  

Courtesy Army News 

SOLDIERS can now access the new Army Dress 
Manual for guidance on uniform policy. 

Last month, CA Lt-Gen David Morrison released 
the new Army Dress Manual to replace the Army 
Standing Orders for Dress (ASOD). 

DGPers-A Col Tony Hambleton said the new 
Army Dress Manual would help officers and  
soldiers be prepared when organising their  
ceremonial dress. 

"This new Army Dress Manual is more efficient 
and will make it easier for all personnel to under
­stand what dress is required when attending 
Army events," he said. 

"It will be available from the Army website and 
intranet to ensure easy access for all of our  
soldiers, including reservists." 

The Army Dress Manual includes updated dress 
policy supported by images. It has also been 
condensed into one volume with six chapters for 
greater practicality. 

ASOD has become obsolete from March 1 and is 
now no longer authorised policy. 

The Army Dress Manual will not be distributed 
in hard copy to any unit, commander, RSM or 
Defence organisation, but a PDF version is  
available on the Army website. 

"Army is developing an inter­active publication, 
which will allow all personnel to access the dress 
manual and use links that will assist them to  
apply the policy," Col Hambleton said. 

The interactive publication will be released later 
this year. 

Personnel with questions in relation to the new 
manual should first approach their unit or sub-
unit RSM or CSM. 

Download the new Army Dress Manual at 

www.army.gov.au/Our-work/Equipment- 

and-clothing/Army-Dress-Manual/ 

For more information on Army's dress policy 
contact RSM Ceremonial W01 David Lehr. 

 

KEY CHANGES 

¶ Authorised personnel can wear the Austra-
lian Multi-Pattern Uniform. Women can wear 
cosmetics, fingernail varnish and make-up in 
line with the stipulated colours outlined in 
the new policy. 

¶ Women with long hair may now wear their 
hair in different styles that allow them to 
wear all forms of headdress comfortably. 

¶ Women are allowed to wear 5mm diamond 
stud earrings with general Duty Dress 
(DPCU).  

¶ Women are allowed to wear 5mm gemstone 
earrings with mess dress orders of dress. 

¶ The policy on Sikh religious dress has been 
included. 

¶ The Socomd dress policy towards wearing 
Special Forces items and accoutrements has 
been updated, particularly in relation to a 
person posted out of Socomd. 

¶ The Sam Browne belt is to be worn by RSM 
and Adjt while wearing general duty orders 
of dress other than DPCU. 

¶ Women may wear slacks blue/ black with 
mess dress orders of dress as a substitute to 
wearing skirt black/blue. 

¶ Restrictions to the wearing of para smocks 
have been removed to allow personnel to 
wear this garment in the field. 

¶ All orders of dress tables have been updated 
with accoutrements and embellishment  
detail. 

¶ Triservice equivalencies of dress have been 
included to assist personnel posted to a joint 
or triservice organisation. 

http://www.army.gov.au/Our-work/Equipment-and-clothing/Army-Dress-Manual/
http://www.army.gov.au/Our-work/Equipment-and-clothing/Army-Dress-Manual/
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Officers aligned  
Reserve officer training to be aligned with ARA standard 

RESERVIST officer training will be aligned with 
regular Army standards when a new all-corps  
officer training continuum is implemented in  
November. 

The reserve captain course and reserve major 
course will each comprise two modules of seven 
and 16 days under the new continuum. 

The first modules of both courses will be based on 
command, leadership, man­agement and training, 
and the second modules on foundation war fight-
ing planning proc-
esses. 

Maj Gary Melling, of 
Duntroon, said a team 
from HQ RMC was 
working closely with 
personnel from the 
Land Warfare Centre, 
2 Div, QUR and 
DROCM-A to design 
and implement the 
new program. 

"It was identified in 
2011 that the ARes 
officer training contin-
uum was not pro­
ducing the capability 
requirements Army needed and Commander For-
comd directed it be aligned, where practical, with 
the ARA officer training continuum," Maj Melling 
said. 

Course attendance will be managed in the same 
way as ARA courses, with general service officers 
and combatant specialist service officers (SSOs) 
attending all modules, while non-combatant SSOs 
will attend both modules of the captain course 
and only module one of the major course. 

Maj Melling said the first modules of both courses 
would remain similar after the change, but the 
second modules would have an increased  

emphasis on operations training to align the re-
serve courses with the ARA training - a require-
ment of Plan Beersheba in which the ARes will be 
linked with three multi-role combat brigades. 

DROCM-A will release signals providing more  
information on the changes and the transition to 
the new scheme. 

"QUR will manage all transition arrangements to 
the new course suite," Maj Melling said. 

"If an ARes officer is deemed qualified under the 
previous training 
scheme, there will be 
no need to attend the 
new courses. 

"The training will con-
tinue to be centrally 
located and conducted 
at QUR, Enoggera, 
with the modules 
scheduled so they can 
be completed sepa-
rately or back to back, 
but there will be a  
requirement to com-
plete module one be-
fore module two." 

The reserve captain 
and major courses held in June and September will 
be the last under the old system. 

Maj Melling said the alignment would place more 
emphasis on the need for ARes officers to ensure 
they completed all prerequisites before attending 
the courses. 

"The alignment will enhance capability, ensure 
ARes officers are able to more effectively integrate 
with the ARA and place a greater emphasis on con-
ventional operations and achieving the intent of 
Plan Beersheba," he said. 

Taking the lead: Changes to the reserve officer training 
continuum will come into effect in November to align  
reserve officer training with the regular Army.  
Photo by Cpl Mark Doran 
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From: MAJ N Hamer RFD 

    For: Convening Committee 

            Gunner Dinner 2009 

 

INVITATION 

Gunner Dinner 2013 

The President and Committee of the RAA Association (Vic) extend to you, your partners and guests, 

a warm invitation to attend the 2013 All Ranks Gunner Dinner. 

The Dinner will be held at the Caulfield RSL, 4 St Georges Road, Elsternwick 

on Friday 04th October, 2013 at 1900 for 1930 hrs. 

Dress is Mess Dress, Black Tie with Miniatures, Lounge Suit, or Jacket and Tie. 

Serving members may wear polyesters. 

The Band of the 2/10 Light Battery may provide our music. 

Entrée is $70.00 per person and includes pre-dinner drinks, hors dôoeuvres, three courses, 

table wines, port, coffee and cheese. 

After dinner drinks will be available at bar prices. 

Please return the form below, together with a cheque made payable to the RAA Assoc (Vic) 

not later than Wednesday 25th September, 2013. 

The Association looks forward to your support for this yearôs Gunner Dinner. 

Any member who requires assistance with transport should contact Lt Col Jason Cooke on 

Home: 03 9705 1155.  Work: 03 9282 6900.  e-mail: jason.cooke@defence.gov.au 

Carers are also welcome to attend, but the entrée must be paid. 

 

Enquires and return address: Ssgt Reg Morrell 6 Melissa Street Mount Waverley 3149, 

Phone: 9562 9552 Mobile No.0425 837 958 Email: morrells@morrell.org 

 

Royal Australian Artillery Association Victoria)  
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Women in foxholes 
 

Gen. Patrick Brady says 
putting females in combat 
poses 'an insane burden 
on readiness' 

 

By Maj. Gen. Patrick Brady, U.S. Army (ret.) 

For many Americans, it is hard to believe that  
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta could top his 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ 
ōǳƴƎƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎΩ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ƛƴ .ŜƴƎƘŀȊƛΥ 
άό¢ƘŜύ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅ 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
going on; without having some real-time informa-
ǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ό¢ƘŜ hōŀƳŀ  
tŀƴŜǘǘŀ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜύΦέ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƻǇ ƛǘΦ 

Lƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ 
women in foxholes, he claimed that women in 
(direct) combat strengthen our military. His state-
ment is a contradiction of every war we have 
fought and the ethos of every warrior who ever 
fought in those wars. But it does reflect the  
attitude of the commander in chief, disastrously 
ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊŜƴŀΣ ŀ άƭŜŀŘŜǊέ 
unable to make tough decision who is fearful of 
risk and does not know the difference between a 
corps and a corpse. He is more comfortable 
around homosexuals and feminists than warriors. 
tŀƴŜǘǘŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŜȄǘƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ  
multiplier of women leading bayonet charges is 
beyond the pale. 

Neither Obama nor Panetta has ever served in 
combat, nor has most of Congress. But worse, 
none of the current military leadership has had 
any serious combat (in the trenches) experience, 
and it is beginning to show. 

World War II was won by combat veterans from 
World War I. In Korea we had the veterans of 
World War II, and in Vietnam the combat veterans 
of both World War II and Korea. The Vietnam  
veteran won Desert Storm. All those warriors and 
their leadership are gone, and we see a military 
with dismal leadership resulting in unprecedented 
rates of suicide, PTSD and security breaches. We 
had one high-ranking officer lament that the  
ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ IƻƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ 
his diversity efforts! Leadership relieved the judge 

in the trial of the Fort Hood terrorist for enforcing 
military shaving rules on the terrorist ς and after 
over three years, he is not tried! And they are  
ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ άǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣέ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŘŜǇǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
their families of deserved benefits. 

Unimaginable in our past, we have leaders who 
consider awarding medals for not shooting, and 
now a medal for risking carpal tunnel syndrome 
that outranks the time-honoured Bronze Star for 
valour. This gaggle actually lost graves of our  
warriors at Arlington Cemetery and are attacking 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ς our veterans. I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƎƛǊƭƛŜ ƳŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ 
but it perfectly describes many in this administra-
tion and their military leaders. 

After commanding an all-men medical unit in  
combat, I commanded a medical battalion,  
including many women, in peacetime. These units 
are not direct-combat units but do spend a lot of 
time on the battlefield and are exposed to enemy 
fire and casualties. But it is nothing like the  
exposure of the grunts in the mud and grime for 
days and weeks at a time. 

My rule in the battalion was standards, not gender
-governed, except where they were already  
assigned, i.e., medics and mechanics. This was  
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΩтлǎΣ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ  
discipline in the military. Here is what I found. As a 
result of competition, my driver and our color 
guard, highly contested duty, were women. The 
women had less disciplinary problems than the 
men. In administrative jobs, they were at least 
equal to men. But most could not carry their load 
physically ς loading litters in choppers, carrying 
wounded to safety, even lifting tool chests. As a 
result the men covered for them, often causing us 
to use two people when one should have done the 
job ς all of which effected readiness. They were 
not good in the field and became less functional 
when issues of hygiene, and feminine hygiene,  
literally knocked them out and we had to jerry-rig 
showers, wasting valuable time. 

And they got pregnant, which took out key jobs at 
critical times. Other sexual distractions,  
favouritisms, fraternization and assault are also 
readiness disruptions and follow women through-
out the military, even in our military academies. I 
had serious problems with wives whose husbands 
shared standby shacks with women overnight. This 
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would go on for weeks in direct combat units; 
think tank crews. Male bonding, immeasurable to 
success in combat, would be damaged. All in all, 
the women pose an insane burden on readiness. 

My conclusion, which I passed to my division  
commander at his request, was that I would not 
want females with me working the battlefield let 
alone in direct combat. I told him I would not want 
my daughters in a unit of half women going  
bayonet to bayonet with an enemy unit 100  
percent men. Those comments almost cost me my 
career because my immediate superior disagreed, 
which may explain some of the obsequiousness 
and cowering of military leaders today on this  
issue and a quad-sexual military. 

The move to teach our daughters and mothers to 
kill is defended using the same criteria I used in my 
battalion: standards, not sex-govern. It does not 
work. Most men will not treat women as they do 
other men ς thankfully. And there is no intention 
to do so despite what we hear. Listen to our top 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ DŜƴΦ aŀǊǘƛƴ 5ŜƳǇǎŜȅΥ άLŦ ǿŜ  
decide that a particular standard is so high that a 
ǿƻƳŀƴ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
service to come back and explain to the secretary, 
why is it that high? Does it really have to be that 
ƘƛƎƘΚέ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙǳƴπ
dreds of years of combat! We should change them 
ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀȊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ 
supporters? Imagine how Gen. George Patton and 
all the leaders who founded and secured this 
country would react to those comments. 

I have said, and many men agree with me, that 
!ŘŀƳΩǎ Ǌƛō ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
history. Why? Because God then gave man 
woman, a different creature, who complemented 
him. God did it on purpose, and we are privileged 
to live with the differences. Feminists et al., get 
over it. It is not discrimination to accommodate 
DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ Iƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ς it is  
wisdom. 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ άYƛƭƭ .ƛƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭǎ ƻŦ 
females pummelling men, women for the most 
part are not designed to kill. And they will not be 
good at it. God designed them to produce life and 
ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ƛǘΣ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
trenches of the NFL or in the octagon in Ultimate 
Fighting; combat is the ultimate, Ultimate Fighting 
ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 

It is difficult to teach some men to kill, but they 

have no choice. Imagine a draft and a nation  
forcing our women into killing units. Visualize what 
will happen to women POWs, not to mention  
homosexuals, captured by our most likely ene-
mies. We have heard of the man who sent his wife 
downstairs to check on a possible burglar (I  
actually knew such a man). We are becoming a 
nation like that man, a girlie nation. There will  
always be burglars, (international thugs), most of 
whom are male, and they should be confronted by 
males. 

Why these ridiculous changes? No serous person 
could believe that women in foxholes will do any-
thing but reduce readiness. Just as devastating is 
the formation of a quad-sexual military, which  
introduces sodomy not only to foxholes but  
military communities ς and with it serious health 
and deployment issues. Pregnant females cannot 
deploy, and some will get pregnant to avoid it.  
Homosexuals cannot give blood and may not be 
deployable. Every warrior is a walking blood bank 
ς who would want his son or daughter to receive a 
blood transfusion from a homosexual? The NBA 
stops a basketball game for a drop of blood  
because of the threat of infection, the Magic  
Johnson rule; Johnson had AIDS. The battlefield is 
full of blood. Do we think less of our soldiers than 
the NBA does of its players? What will be the  
reaction when a warrior sees his commanding offi-
cer dancing and romancing another man ς or if he 
is hit on by a homosexual? Yet we are told these 
changes will improve readiness. 

Sequestration, designed by President Obama, will, 
if allowed to kick in, emasculate what is left of our 
military. Aside from the cruel impact these budget 
cuts will have on military careers and families, they 
ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ 
He is a rhetorical celebrity dedicated to social  
issues, i.e. same-sex marriage, gun control and 
government running just about everything. He is 
also a man intimidated by crises and the decisions 
they require. He is a voting-present leader, and we 
are learning he was not even present to lead  
during the massacre at Benghazi. He apparently 
hid out during the entire event and tried to blame 
it on a video. What would he do during a major 
9/11-type crisis? An insignificant military takes us 
off the world stage and requires only voting  
present in future crises, which perfectly suits our 
present leadership. We can only pray there will be 
no such crises. 
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 DŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ DŜƴΦ .ǊŀŘȅΩǎ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ  
ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ά5ŜŀŘ aŜƴ CƭȅƛƴƎΣέ 
ŀ ǊƛǾŜǘƛƴƎ ǘŀƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ  
living soldier ς autographed! 

 

Maj. Gen. Patrick Brady, retired from the U.S. 
!ǊƳȅΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΩǎ 
highest decoration, the Medal of Honor. 

Semper Fi, Dutch 
United States Marine Corps (Ret) 
http://marines.togetherweserved.com/profile/2412 

 

Courtesy WO2 David Troedel 

The General definitely has a very strong opinion on 
this subject. However, others have been saying 
they are all for it.  

YOU BE THE JUDGE. Ed 

 

The Battle of Ong Thanh. Another cover-up of a 
ŘƛǎŀǎǘǊƻǳǎ ±ƛŜǘ ŀƳōǳǎƘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ¦{ LƴŦ /ƻȅΩǎ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sYhKbBrRHHo&feature=youtu.be 

 

LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ¦{ ŘǊƛƭƭΤ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ  
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƻǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ  
precision marching like this. The formations they 
achieve are amazing. I thoroughly recommend you 
view this link from WO2 David Troedel and have 
the patience to see it through to the end. 

http://player.vimeo.com/video/54452768?
autoplay=1 

 

 

 

 

For those of you that didn't watch the 
news on Channel 7, 14-04-2013. 

Coral Balmoral. An absolute MUST VIEW 

http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RT8ykFhOghM&feature=youtu.be 

Courtesy WO1 John Mottershead 

BATTLE SCARSΥ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ψǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǊƻǇŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŎƪΩ 

Courtesy of AMBER JAMIESON Crikey journalist 

When Steve Ager first enlisted in the Australian 
Regular Army as an eager 19-year-old in 1980 he 
didn't know his 27-year military career would end 
with him being classified as totally and perma-
nently incapacitated -- TPI, as it's known in  
Defence -- due to post-traumatic stress disorder. 
But he did know anyone who talked openly about 
health was dubbed weak. 

"Pretty well the day you start your recruit training, 
there's the person that will continue with training 
no matter what, and there's the person that will 
attempt to access medical treatment at the slight-
est hint of something hard," he told Crikey. "If you 
go to the regimental aid post [medical aid], you'll 
get a reputation for yourself as being a softie and 
trying to get out of things." 

The unrelenting demand for toughness, an atti-
tude that permeates the military, has a name. "The 
warrior culture is alive and well," Ager said. "'Have 
a cup of cement and harden up' is a common catch 
cry." 

For Ager, this meant hiding his symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder from the military for 20 
years -- partly out of ignorance, partly out of fear. 

"I just thought everyone in the Army who has been 
in a long time felt like this: the flashbacks, the 
nightmares, the difficult sleeping, the anxiety, the 
depression," he explained. But Ager says there was 
always an understanding that if you admitted to 
suffering from mental health issues, there'd be 
repercussions. "You know if you declare it, you'll 
get the sack." 

He says he first developed symptoms of PTSD in 
1986 but didn't tell anyone about it until 2006, 
when he chose to leave the Army. "I didn't declare 
it until my final medical to get out of the Army, 
because I was part of the system and the system 
said shut up and get on with it," he said. 

Military service and training in Australia can be just 
as psychologically damaging as overseas deploy-
ments, says Ager. In 1986 during an army training 
accident, a tank rolled over and killed Ager's best 
friend, with Ager left responsible to climb into the 
tank with his mate's body and deal with the live 
ammunition. 

Historic photos WW11 

http://youtu.be/8GJI_sX_MNs  

http://marines.togetherweserved.com/profile/2412
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYhKbBrRHHo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYhKbBrRHHo&feature=youtu.be
http://player.vimeo.com/video/54452768?autoplay=1
http://player.vimeo.com/video/54452768?autoplay=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RT8ykFhOghM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RT8ykFhOghM&feature=youtu.be
http://youtu.be/8GJI_sX_MNs
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During a deployment to the Malay Peninsula in 
1986, one of Ager's soldiers self-mutilated in front 
of him. Several years later two young soldiers in 
Ager's squadron were killed in a motorcycle  
accident -- he was charged with informing the 
families, pack up their rooms and return their be-
longings to their families. 

"I talk freely about it now, but it's taken me years 
to arrive at that point of time. It cost me a family." 

The violation of human rights he witnessed during 
his posting to East Timor in 2000 affected him 
deeply. Ager reels off a list of horrors: the murder 
of three UN civilians in Atumbua, the death of Pri-
vate Leonard Man-
ning (a New Zea-
land soldier whose 
body was muti-
lated), orphans, 
horrific wounds, 
being sent to find a 
dead body, investi-
gation of women 
being raped,  
c h i l d r e n  
being sexually 
abused. 

"I talk freely about 
it now, but it's 
taken me years to 
arrive at that point of time," he said. "It cost me a 
family." 

It was by chance Ager was diagnosed with PTSD. 
His second wife, Naomi, was suffering from her 
own mental health issues after a navy career and 
deployments to East Timor and the Solomons 
(Ager's first marriage broke up mainly because of 
his undiagnosed PTSD issues, he says). Ager drove 
Naomi to a grief counsellor weekly, who quickly 
identified his PTSD symptoms and suggested he 
come for counselling as well. 

He did, but he didn't tell his military bosses. He 
kept his mental health issues quiet until his final 
medical exam in the Defence Force, when he 
broke down. The civilian doctors that examined 
him declared him "Class 3" (temporarily unfit, the 
same level as a broken leg). Three years later the 
Department of Veteran Affairs certified him as TPI 
due to PTSD from military service. 

Ager has left the Defence Force, but he says most 

of his friends are still military people -- "I find it 
hard to relate to those who haven't served" -- and 
just three weeks ago he received a call from one 
who admitted he was suicidal. The friend was a 
soldier who left the army last year after a long and 
successful career, including several overseas  
deployments. 

Suicide and reckless behaviour is a reoccurring  
issue with veterans. says Ager. "They're driving 
cars down the wrong side of the road, they're  
being public nuisances, they're poisoning them-
selves, hanging themselves in their sheds where 
their families can see them, drinking or drugging 
themselves to deal with it. This warrior culture 

they are indoctrinated with means they don't seek 
help." 

And if Defence personnel or veterans don't seek 
help -- or have a family member who does -- 
there's not much the Veteran Affairs or Defence 
departments can do. "They [DVA] don't push or 
monitor you. You don't have a standalone case 
manager," said Ager. "You can go to see the Veter-
ans and Veterans Family Counselling Service or 
ring to get mental health help and once you're in 
that network you can fall in to different programs. 
But if you don't wish to take them up on the offer, 
they are just happy to have you out there until 
you're about to put a rope around your neck." 

The upper echelons of Defence and DVA have  
declared destigmatising military mental health  
issues a priority. Ager is understandably sceptical. 

"If I slipped through the cracks, there has got to be 
literally thousands of others that the same things 
have happened to," he said. 
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SASR and 2CDO REGT HONOURED 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Minister for  
Defence Stephen Smith today announced that the 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ 
will receive the first Army Battle Honour since the 
end of the Vietnam War. 

The Battle Honour is for outstanding performance 
during the Shah Wali Kot Offensive in Afghanistan 
from May to June 2010. 

The Battle Honour, titled Eastern Shah Wali Kot, 
has been awarded in recognition of the  
operational actions of the Special Air Service Regi-
ment (SASR) and 2nd Commando Regiment  
(2 Cdo Regt) from the Australian Special  
Operations Task Group Rotation XII. 

The Prime Minister congratulated the Special Op-
erations Task Group on the Battle Honour, which 
was awarded under revised guidelines that  
acknowledge the way the Army fights in the  
modern era. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {!{w ŀƴŘ н /Řƻ 
Regt during the Shah Wali Kot Offensive are  
ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 
said. 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ {ƳƛǘƘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
made by all elements of the Special Operations 
Task Group including significant contributions from 
Special Operations engineers, signallers, logisti-
cians and headquarters support staff, as well as 
the United States 101st Airborne Division. 

ά¢ƘŜƛǊ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ  
recognised in the same manner as similar perform-
ŀƴŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦέ 

The efforts of the SASR and 2 Cdo Regt during the 
engagement were highly commended by the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force (ISAF) command 
for the contribution it made to overall ISAF efforts 
to disrupt insurgent activities in the region around 
Eastern Shah Wali Kot, one of their traditional 
stronghold areas. 

The Chief of Army, Lieutenant General David  
Morrison, recommended that the SASR and 2 Cdo 
Regt receive formal recognition for their out-
standing performance during the offensive. 

The Chief of Army directed the Battle Honour 
Committee to examine all Army engagements 
since the Vietnam War to determine whether  

actions since then are eligible for formal recogni-
tion under the revised guidelines. 

The Battle Honour will be formally presented to 
the Regiments later this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, (25 March) Parliamentary Secretary for  
Defence, Senator David Feeney, officially opened 
the Defence Archive Centre at Fort Queenscliff. 

άCƻǊǘ vǳŜŜƴǎŎƭƛŦŦ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
Queenscliff and Geelong communities, and the 
establishment of the Defence Archive Centre  
ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǘΣέ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ CŜŜƴŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ муслΣ ǘƘŜ 
Fort has seen many uses, including being the Army 
Staff College and Soldier Career Management. 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǘΩǎ 
history. When fully established, the Defence  
Archive Centre will become the main Defence  
repository for the personnel records of serving and 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊƳŜƴΣέ 
he said. 

Darren Cheeseman, Member for Corrangamite, 
said the Defence Archive Centre would open up 
local employment opportunities as it becomes fully 
established. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
undertake an estimated $7m worth of facility and 
ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦέ 

The establishment of the Defence Archive Centre 
Fort Queenscliff supports the Defence Record 
Management Strategic Reform process by collocat-
ing records functions and enabling improved,  
standardised records and archive management 
processes. 

Imagery will be available at: http://
images.defence.gov.au/12133183 

http://images.defence.gov.au/12133183
http://images.defence.gov.au/12133183
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Soldiers steal victory after invite to Air Force fun run 
WHEN RAAF Base Edinburgh opened its runway to a field of fun runners and walkers on February 22, 
organisers were left to rethink their strategy of inviting a group of soldiers who ran away with the spoils. 

The inaugural RAAF Base Edinburgh Runway Fun Run/Walk, hosted by 453 Sqn Edinburgh Flight, saw 
more than 400 people participate in a 4.6km event. 

The healthy Army presence included a 30-man team from 102 Coral Bty which completed the run as a 
ǘǊƻƻǇ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ 5t/¦Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 

Sqn-Ldr Langford said given the interest in the event, another was being planned. 

ά/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦǘ ƛǘǎ ƎŀƳŜΣ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

WARRANT OFFICER 2 BRUCE GREEN 

It is with regret that I inform you that WO2 Bruce Green died on 10 April, 2013 at the age of 75 years.  In 
1956, he joined the National Service and then proceeded to remain in the CMF/ARES until he was dis-
charged in 1974.  His final posting was BSM of 2 Battery, 2 Field Regiment, RAA at Batman Avenue, Rich-
mond. 

He is survived by his adoring wife, Terri, son Mark and two daughters, Lynne and Martyne. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нрл ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŀǎǎΣ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ CŀǘƛƳŀΣ 
Rosebud.  The following members from the RAA Association were also present:- 

Brigadier D. Perry OAM RFD ED 
Lieutenant Colonel I. George OAM RFD ED 
Major M. Taggart RFD ED 
Lieutenant D. Baker 
²hм 5Φ hΩ¢ƻƻƭŜ 
WO2 R. Fulton 
Ssgt R. Morrell 
Ssgt B. Cleeman 
Ssgt G. Turville 
{Ǝǘ 5Φ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ό.Ŝǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ŀǘ ²h н DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎύ  Rest in Peace.  

Courtesy Ssgt Reg Morrell 
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Ψ.ƛǊŘƛŜΩǎΩ ƎǊŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ  
The London grave of the British General  
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ƻŦ !ƴȊŀŎΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ  
restored by the Office of Australian War Graves 
(OAWG).  

The poor condition of 
Field Marshal Lord 
.ƛǊŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ǿŀǎ 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ h!²DΩǎ 
attention in October 
2012 by an Australian 
living in London. After some effort to locate the  
current Lord Birdwood, his permission was  
obtained to remediate the grave.  

The Australian government, through the OAWG, 
usually only commemorates Australians who 
have died in, or as a result of, war. The excep-
tion for this British officer recognises his special 
place in the Australian story.  

Birdwood led the Anzacs at Gallipoli and the AIF 
in France for much of the First World War. At 
DŀƭƭƛǇƻƭƛ Ψ.ƛǊŘƛŜΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ 

was often to be seen walking around the Anzac 
position and up along  the trenches on the 
ridges. On most days, he could also be observed 
swimming off the beach, sharing the dangers of 
Turkish shelling with every-one else. Such behav-
iour made him, unlike many generals, very visi-
ble to his men and earned their respect.  

Later awarded the titles of Lord Birdwood of  
!ƴȊŀŎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǘƴŜǎΣ Ψ.ƛǊŘƛŜΩ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфрм  ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
b u r i e d  a t  T w i c k e n h a m  i n  
London. The towns of Birdwoodton in Victoria 
and Birdwood in South Australia are named in 
his honour.  

Both articles courtesy department of veteran affairs 

In 2011 the Prime Minister  announced that Aus-
tralia would contribute $3.3 million to the develop-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
(VVEC) in Washington DC. On 27 November 2012, 
there was a ceremonial ground breaking at the 
site, where US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
made special mention of Australian service in the 
Vietnam War. Construction of the centre will begin 
this year and it will open in 2015. The central fea-
ǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǘŜŎƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Ψ²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
CŀŎŜǎΩΣ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
died, including the images of the 521 Australians 
who died in Vietnam.  

Throughout last year, staff from the OAWG col-
lected more than 330 images of our war dead. The 

assistance of parents, widows, siblings, children, 
unit associations and other ex-service organisa-
tions has been extraordinary. These personal im-
ages, chosen by families, are very different from 
those in service records and will make for a poign-
ant commemoration of their service. Despite the 
success to date, the task is unfinished. OAWG is 
yet to locate a living relative for 185 of our service-
men who died in Vietnam. Some of their names 
are listed on this page. A full list of names is at 
www.dva.gov.au/commems_oawg/OAWG/Pages/
VVEC.aspx  If you can assist with locating a relative, 
or have a good quality image of any of these men, 
please contact OAWG on (02) 6225 4487 or email 
vvec@dva.gov.au  

±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ς Wall of Faces 

SURNAME  GIVEN NAMES  DATE OF DEATH  SERVICE NO.  RANK  UNIT  

ALLEN  NORMAN GEORGE  10.11.1967  2784699  PTE  7 RAR  

BAIN  JOHN  12.7.1970  16667  SGT  AACC  

BLANCK  WAYNE ALLEN  20.9.1966  38033  WO2  AATTV (RAINF)  

CAMPBELL  JOHN ALEXANDER  3.8.1968  2787278  PTE  3 RAR  

CHECKLEY  THOMAS WILLIAM  5.8.1966  311534  GNR  RAA  

DAVIES  REX WILLIAM  27.10.1970  422514  T/LT  7 RAR  

http://www.dva.gov.au/commems_oawg/OAWG/Pages/VVEC.aspx
http://www.dva.gov.au/commems_oawg/OAWG/Pages/VVEC.aspx
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Some veterans bear visible signs of their service: a missing limb, a 
jagged scar, a certain look in the eye. 

 Others may carry the evidence inside them: a pin holding a bone 
together, a piece of shrapnel in the leg - or perhaps another sort of 
inner steel; the soul's alloy forged in the refinery of adversity. 

Except in parades, however, the men and women who have kept 
Australia safe wear no badge or emblem. You can't tell a vet just by 
looking. 

SO, WHAT IS A VET?  

He is the cop on the beat who spent six months in Iraq sweating 6 litres a day making sure the armoured 
personnel carriers didn't run out of fuel. 

He is the bar room yobbo, thick as a short plank, whose drunken antics are 
outweighed a hundred times in the cosmic scales by four hours of exquisite 
bravery near the East Timor border. 

She or he is the nurse who fought against futility and went to sleep sobbing 
every night for 12 Months in Vung Tau. 

He is the parade - riding Anzac who pins on his medals with a prosthetic 
hand. 

He is the career quartermaster who watches the ribbons and medals pass 
him by. 

He is one of the forgotten soldiers that fought on the one man front in 
Kokoda or held back the Chinese onslaught at Kapyong. 

What is a Veteran? 
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He is the POW who went away one person and came back another 
- or didn't come back at all. 

He is the drill instructor who has never seen combat - but has 
saved countless lives by turning slouchy, no-account larrikins and 
no hopers into Diggers, and teaching them the creed of mateship. 

He is the Vietnam Veteran, sundered from the society that sent 
him to war. He was rejected but did not reject the call to arms by 
people who would vilify him for doing his duty. 

 

He is the anonymous warrior in The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
whose presence at the Australian War Memo-
rial forever preserves the memory of all the 
Diggers whose valour dies unrecognised with 
them on the battlefield, in the sky or in the 
ocean's sunless deep. 

He is the old guy bagging groceries at the local 
store - palsied now and aggravatingly slow - 
who helped liberate a Nazi death camp and 
who wishes all day long that his wife were still 
alive to hold him when the nightmares come. 

He is a soldier and a saviour and a bulwark against the 
darkness, and he represents nothing more than the 
finest, most noble facets of mans existence. 

He is an ordinary and yet an extraordinary human be-
ing - a person who offered some of his life's most vital 
years in the service of his country, and who sacrificed 
his tomorrow for your today. 

So remember, this or any other Anzac Day, when you 
see the lined and weary face of a digger re-living the 
loss of mates 
in a faraway 
land, or try-
ing to make 
sense of hor-

rors no person should endure, just lean over and say : 

"Thank You". 

 

 

Let them know that you have not forgotten. For those that 
are left that simple act will be enough. 

Courtesy WO2 Max Murray 
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²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ άDǳƴ DǳǊǳέΣ  
SSgt Barry Irons. 

It continues for the next five journals and is breathtaking in its thoroughness. 

I trust you will enjoy this latest contribution from Barry. Ed. 

 

 

Artillery 
(And other Minor Weapons) 

Of The 

American Civil War 
12th April 1861 ς 12th April 1865 

¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ мурт άbŀǇƻƭŜƻƴέ мн tŘǊΦ άIƻƭŘƛƴƎ DǊƻǳƴŘέ {ǘƻƴŜǎ wƛǾŜǊ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ 
 

Hallowed Ground, 24,500 listed Causalities, both North and South. Located in Middle Tennessee. 

Barry Irons 

Armament Artificer (R) 

Arte Et Marte 
A review of the types of weaponry in use of the Union and Confederate 

Forces during the time frame shown. 
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Basic Summary of Early Artillery Ammunition 

Gunpowder, a mixture of sulphur, saltpetre, and 
charcoal, was known in China as early as the 10th 
century, but was used mainly in firecrackers. It was 
being used in war in Europe by the early 14th 
century, when it was loaded in small cannon to 
propel stones or the metal darts that had been 
used in crossbows. 

About 1350, balls cast of lead, bronze, or iron came 
into use. Experiments were made in loading 
cannon with large numbers of small balls that 
would scatter over the battlefield. Case shot, or 
canister, consisted of projectiles of this type placed 
in a case or can for loading.  

Canister was in use as early as 1439. It was 
particularly effective against infantry and cavalry at 
distances up to 350 yards (320 m). A later form of 
canister was grape shot, which was effective at 
ranges up to 1000 yards (900 m). Grape shot 
consisted of from 9 to 60 iron balls grouped 
around a frame that would break up and scatter 
the balls at some distance from the gun. 

Both canister and grape were used extensively 
during the period from the French Revolution 
through the American Civil War. The mainstay of 
artillery fire, however, was the cannon ball of solid 
iron. 

Explosive shells were used as early as the 14th 
century. In the simplest form a cord fuse was 
inserted in a hole bored in a hollow iron ball. The 
hollow was filled with gunpowder, the fuse was 
ignited when the gun was fired, and the bursting 
charge scattered fragments of the shell.  

In 1804 Henry Shrapnel, of England, invented 
spherical case shotτa sphere filled with balls and 
an explosive charge set off in midair by a time fuse. 
Spherical case shot came to be called shrapnel. 
During World War I shrapnel shells were widely 
used and accounted for most of the wounds 
inflicted by artillery fire. Although shrapnel has not 
been in general use since, injuries from shell 
fragments are still commonly called shrapnel 
wounds. 

Until the mid-19th century all cannon were 
discharged by applying fire to the powder through 
a touchhole (a hole bored in the base of the gun's 
barrel). During the American Civil War a friction 
primer was introduced.  

The friction primer was inserted into the touchhole 
and activated by pulling a lanyard, a long cord 
attached to the movable part of the primer. Late in 
the century smokeless powder replaced 
gunpowder as the propellant for artillery 
ammunition. 

Basic Summary of Early Small-arms Ammunition. 

Ammunition for early small arms consisted of 
gunpowder and lead balls. It was loaded through 
the muzzle, or front end, of the barrel. A charge of 
gunpowder was poured down the barrel and then 
the ball was pushed down the barrel with a 
ramrod.  

With rifled weapons, a small patch of cloth, paper, 
or leather was placed over the muzzle after the 
powder was poured in and was rammed down 
together with the ball. (The patch made the ball fit 
snugly in the barrel and, when the gun was fired, 
caused the ball to be spun by the rifling in the 
barrel.) 

Riflemen would carry powder in a flask made of 
metal or in a horn (usually a cow's horn). They 
would carry bullets in a pouch and usually have a 
mould for casting their own bullets from lead. For 
soldiers, ammunition was often supplied in paper 
cartridges. Each cartridge contained a bullet and 
enough powder for one shot. The soldier would 
tear open a cartridge with his teeth and empty the 
contents into the barrel. 

In firing a gun, gunpowder in the barrel was set off 
by means of a flash produced by an external 
priming charge. In early muskets, the priming 
charge consisted of a small amount of gunpowder 
placed in a pan located near an opening, or vent, 
leading to the rear of the barrel. In muskets called 
matchlocks, which date from the early 1500's, the 
priming charge was ignited with a mechanism that 
brought the smouldering end of a taper, or wick,  

!ǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ κ ŀΥΩǘƛƭŀǊƛ  noun  (plural artilleries)  large-calibre guns used in warfare on land.   

 a branch of the armed forces trained to use artillery. 

Derivatives artillerist   noun 

Origin aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΥ ŦǊƻƳ hƭŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊƛŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅΣ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊΣ ΨŜǉǳƛǇΣ 
 ŀǊƳΩ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǘƛǊƛŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ- Ҍ ǘƛǊŜ ΨǊŀƴƪΣ ƻǊŘŜǊΩ 

Just in case you wanted to know. 

*******************************************  
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into the pan.  

In later weapons, such as the wheel lock and 
flintlock, the powder in the pan was ignited by 
sparks produced by a mechanism that struck flint 
against steel. These weapons were replaced in the 
mid-1800 with guns that were fired with a 
percussion cap.  

The cap contained mercury fulminate, an 
explosive. It was placed over a nipple on a tube 
leading to the vent. The cap was made to explode 
by striking it with a moving part called a hammer. 
The percussion cap was invented in 1807 by 
Alexander John Forsyth, a Scottish clergyman. 

Development of more Modern Ammunition 

Claude Étienne Minié of France in 1849 produced 
an elongated bulletτcalled the Minié ballτ that 
had a hollow base. When the bullet was fired from 
a gun, the explosion of the propellant forced the 
sides of the base to expand and tightly grip the 
rifling as the bullet passed through the barrel.  

The Minié ball helped increase the accuracy of 
small arms. Fixed ammunition was developed in 
the mid-19th century as firearms that were loaded 
through the breech, or rear of the barrel, became 
practical. The first smokeless powder practical for 
military use was developed by Paul Marie Eugè ne 
Vieille, a Frenchman, in 1887. 

Several high explosives were produced by chemists 
in the 19th century, but because of the dangers in 
handling, their application to military purposes was 
slow. Guncotton was invented by Christian 
Schnbein, a German chemist, in 1846. It became a 
basic ingredient of smokeless powders. At about 
the same time Ascanio Sobrero, an Italian, 
discovered nitro-glycerine.  

It was unsafe to handle until Alfred Nobel of 
Sweden in 1866 combined it with absorbents to 
form dynamite. The United States used a 
άŘȅƴŀƳƛǘŜ Ǝǳƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ-American War. 
Nobel also invented ballistite, a kind of smokeless 
powder. Picric acid was produced by P. Woulfe in 
1771 but was not used as a military explosive until 
the 1880's. 

Cause and Effect.  

The causes of the Civil War were complex, and 
have been controversial since the war began. The 
issue has been further complicated by historical 
revisionists, who have tried to improve the image 
of the South by lessening the role of slavery. 

Slavery was the central source of escalating 
political tension in the 1850s. The Republican Party 
was determined to prevent any spread of slavery, 
and many Southern leaders had threatened 

secession if the Republican candidate, Lincoln, won 
the 1860 election. Following Lincoln's victory, 
many Southern whites felt that disunion had 
become their only option. 

While not all Southerners saw themselves as 
fighting to preserve slavery, most of the officers 
and over a third of the rank and file in Lee's army 
had close family ties to slavery. To Northerners, in 
contrast, the motivation was primarily to preserve 
the Union, not to abolish slavery. 

Abraham Lincoln consistently made preserving the 
Union the central goal of the war, though he 
increasingly saw slavery as a crucial issue and 
made ending it an additional goal. Lincoln's 
decision to issue the Emancipation Proclamation 
angered both Peace Democrats ("Copperheads") 
and War Democrats, but energized most 
Republicans. 

By warning that free blacks would flood the North, 
Democrats made gains in the 1862 elections, but 
they did not gain control of Congress. The 
Republicans' counterargument that slavery was the 
mainstay of the enemy steadily gained support, 
with the Democrats crushed at the 1863 elections 
in Ohio when they tried to resurrect anti-black 
sentiment.  

Introduction 

Artillery Men, and now perhaps Artillery Women, 
can take pride in the fact that they are, or have 
served, perhaps in the second longest serving arm 
of the Military. Pride of first place will always be 
accorded to the Infantryman. 

As to precisely how long that service may recede 
into the depths of time passed, may only be 
answered by historians and researchers alike, 
dedicated to the task at hand. There is always 
some point of dispute or conjecture, as to what 
actual point of time artillery came into being. 

As debatable as that point may be, you can be 
assured of going back to at least several hundred 
years, perhaps more, if you want to include the 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǊƻŎƪŜǘǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻΦ .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
get side-tracked as to what could be, but get to 
what was. 

The American Civil War will be remembered for all 
the wrong reasons; one would be the fact that 
some 620,000 troops of both sides paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. Another would be that the 
enemy, real or perceived for whatever reason, was 
their own countrymen. Different only in the beliefs 
or values they held dear, and prepared to defend 
those beliefs, no matter what the cost. 

Also, this was the first major conflict in which the 
civilian population became unwilling participants, 



 

 37 

caught up in all the trials and tribulations than only 
a war can bring along with the untold suffering. 
With this, the Civil War could not hide; war 
correspondents had been around for some time. 
This war or action as some wish to call it, was 
different as the war photographer came out on his 
own. 

Photographic equipment and cameras were still 
bulky affairs, but were refined to being almost 
portable. Thus we have for posterity, pictures of 
the Civil War that would not normally be seen. 
With those stark and graphic pictures of the 
battlefield, illustrated without question, the 
unspoken brutality and reality of war.  

Stock pictures of officers and men posing for the 
shot, as you had to be quite still as any movement 
would blur the photo were the norm. This is why 
no actual battle scenes could be taken. Gradually 
the scenes of the carnage and destruction to man 
and beast began to filter through. 

Whenever you think of the Civil War, images 
bound to appear, one most likely would be the 
ŦƛƭƳΣ ΨDƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴŘΩ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪōǳǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ 
right, according to the film buffs, and not to be 
overlooked, written by a woman. Margaret 
Mitchell, first published in May 1936, who was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1938, no 
mean feat at the time. The book and film, (now 
DVD) still available. 

Others may be the genteel South in all its codes of 
chivalry, the glory of mint juleps on the veranda, 
overlooking the slaves working in the cotton fields, 
it goes on. Another may be the definitive work of 
Ken Burns, The American Civil War on DVD. An 
outstanding masterpiece of its own, telling the 
story from all walks of life, and of the everyday 
people of this most turbulent time in American 
History. Even more perhaps, of the events 
surrounding 1776. 

For some, it may be the logistics of the conflict, as 
supply of material, control and movement of 
troops, began to evolve as never before. It is all too 
easy to overlook now in this present time, but back 
then, it was to revolutionise military thinking and 
planning.  Throughout history, some became 
renowned for it. 

Other just as important aspects needed to be 
considered, like the supply of food and water for 
the troops, and the same for the horses. Planning 
became not just an accepted ritual by appointing 
certain personal to specific tasks, but vital to the 
conduct of any war.  This to be able to place the 
right troops, with supporting elements (artillery) at 
the right time and hopefully, in the right place. 

Anyone who wishes to study the Civil War in any 

depth, would know that this was not always the 
case. Fate, it you want to believe in that, and 
chance, favoured both sides in all manner of 
conflicts. And not to discount the initiative and 
bravery of some commanders and troops on both 
sides, to turn a perilous situation into success. 

Another sometimes overlooked factor is that most 
senior officers were all trained in the same 
establishment. West Point Military Academy, 
founded 16th March 1802 of West Point, New 
York. West Point itself, was first used by the 
Continental Army on 27th January 1778. The 
Confederate General, Robert E. Lee was a 
graduate, as was Union General Ulysses S Grant.   

Both would have known all of these personal. The 
same in return all of these officers would have 
known each other, perhaps some being in the 
same class. In the annals of military history, both 
sides knew the same tactics that could be 
employed by each other.  

As in all conflicts, some rose to the challenge, while 
others were found wanting. History accords who 
they were if you wish to go looking. For the 
recorded history of the American Civil War is 
seemingly endless. Authors, historians, enthusiasts 
alike, all rub shoulders with re-enactment groups, 
while some organisations founded in the Civil War 
still continue to this day. 

Feelings can still run high, dependant on whether 
ȅƻǳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭǳŜέ ¦ƴƛƻƴ !ǊƳȅΣ ƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
άDǊŜȅέ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ !ǊƳȅ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
distinctive Confederate flag was still flown in some 
parts of the South instead of the Stars and Stripes, 
the now accepted flag of the United States, up to 
the Second World War (and after) on official 
buildings. 

¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
forging of a nation. Similar perhaps to our own 
Gallipoli campaign, while ours was a defeat in the 
military sense, in the rising tide of pride and 
nationhood in both actions, no one really wins. 

Outline (Mainly of the North) 

All firearms larger than small arms are generally 
known as artillery or cannon. Although there were 
dozens of different types of cannon used during 
the Civil War, they all fell into one of two 
categories: smoothbore or rifled cannon.  

They were further designated by the weight of 
their projectile (12 pounder, 24 pounder, 32 
pounder, etc.), the calibre or size of their bore 
diameter (3 inch, 8 inch, 10 inch), method of 
loading (breech or muzzle), and often their 
inventor or the factory in which they were made 
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(i.e. Dahlgren, Napoleon, Rodman, Parrott, 
Whitworth).  

A further distinction involved the path of their 
trajectories: guns had a flat trajectory, mortars a 
high, arching path, and a howitzer a trajectory 
between the other two. Civil War artillery was also 
classified according to its tactical deployment, 
including field, seacoast, and siege artillery. 
Cannon were made of steel, bronze, or iron, 
depending on the availability of material. 

The favourite artillery piece in both the Union and 
the Confederacy was the Napoleon, a smoothbore, 
muzzle-loading, 12 pounder "gun-howitzer." 
Developed under the auspices of Louis Napoleon 
of France, it first appeared in the American artillery 
in 1857. Relatively light and portable, the 
Napoleon was used as both an offensive and 
defensive weapon by both armies.  

Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ōǊƻƴȊŜΣ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏŀǎǘ 
from iron when the South ran short of the other 
metal. Its maximum effective range was about 
1700 yards, but it was most effective at about 250 
yards or less. Firing canister (see below), the 
Napoleon probably inflicted more casualties than 
all other artillery pieces combined. 

The most used rifled guns were the 3-inch 
Ordnance and 10 pdr Parrott rifles. These cannon 
were more accurate and had a longer range, up to 
about 2,300 yards, than their smoothbore 
counterparts. During most battles, however, the 
longer range was unnecessary and relatively 
ineffective. During this period, a gunner had to see 
his target in order to shoot with any accuracy, and 
the shorter range Napoleons were adequate for 
that purpose. 

Figure 1.   Breech loading 12 pdr Whitworth. Note the 
screw arrangement at the rear of breech. 

However, rifled cannon were particularly effective 
in knocking down fortifications and played decisive 
roles at Vicksburg and Atlanta. Almost all Civil War 
cannon were muzzle loading; breech-loading 

models, such as the British 12 pounder rifled 
Armstrong and Whitworth cannon, were generally 
considered unreliable and awkward to quickly 
bring in action. 

The 12 pound mountain howitzers were among the 
smallest and most portable artillery, and were 
useful in battles fought in the mountainous regions 
of the Western theatre. Naval and siege cannons, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ŀƘƭƎǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ wƻŘƳŀƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘōƻǊŜǎΣ 
were among the heaviest and most powerful.  

Figure 2.  Confederate Brass Mountain Guns, small 
but useful, and in the authors view, under utilized? 

The 8 and 10 inch siege howitzers had ranges of 
over 2,000 yards and could fire 45 and 90 pound 
shells. Artillery ammunition included solid shot, 
grape, canister, shell, and chain shot, each of 
which came in any of the nine common artillery 
calibres.  

Solid shot and shell were used against long-range, 
fixed targets such as fortifications; chain shot, 
consisting of two balls connected by a chain, was 
used primarily against masts and rigging of ships. 
(refer to the previous article of Brass Monkey, 
Cascabel Issue 87) 

Very frequently used was canister; which, like its 
larger cousin, "grape shot," was a scattershot 
projectile consisting of small iron balls encased in a 
container. Canister projectiles came packed in a tin 
can while grape shot was usually wrapped in a 
cloth or canvas covering and tied with string which 
made it look like a bunch of grapes.  

When fired, the can or wrapping disintegrated, 
releasing the shot in a spray. In effect, then, a gun 
loaded with grape shot or canister acted like a 
large, sawed-off shotgun; it was particularly lethal 
when fired at a range of 250 yards or less. Grape 
was less often used by the field artilleries of the 
day as it was more effective to fire the smaller and 
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more numerous canister balls at an advancing 
enemy.  

Thanks to its superior industrial strength, the 
North had an overall advantage over the South 
in all types of artillery, as well as a higher 
percentage of rifled cannon to smoothbore 
cannon. But, as will be outlined later on, the 
North (Union) Armies did not have it all their 
own way. (refer summary) 

To be continued 

 

Did you know! 

The Pioneer Sergeant 

In 1965 the (then) Governor-General, Lord De 
L'lsle, presented the 4th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment (4RAR), with its Colours, 
and on this occasion he suggested that the 
Battalion's Pioneer Sergeant should wear a 
beard and carry an axe, as is the custom in many 
British Army units. And so the tradition was 
born. 

The tradition dates back to the 18th century, 
when each British infantry company had a 

pioneer who marched at the head of the 
regiment. He wore a "stout" apron and carried 
an axe which was used to clear a path for all 
who followed. The pioneer sergeant was also 
the unit blacksmith and so wore an apron to 
protect his uniform and a beard to protect his 
face from the heat and the slag of the forge. His 
axe was also used to kill horses that were 
wounded in battle. The Pioneer Sergeant also 
carries a tomahawk on parade in lieu of a 
bayonet. 

From 1973 to 1995 the 4th Battalion was linked 
with the 2nd Battalion, Royal_ Australian 
Regiment (2RAR), and the tradition of the 
bearded pioneer sergeant continued within the 
amalgamated Battalion (2/4RAR). Shortly after 
taking on its current role as a commando unit, in 
the early 2000s, 4RAR removed the position of 
pioneer sergeant from its establishment, but the 
relevant standing orders allow for the Battalion 
to reinstate the position at a later date. 

In 2007 the tradition of the bearded sergeant 
was formally raised within 2RAR, and now both 
2 and 4RAR are the only units within the 
Australian Army officially authorised to have 
bearded troops. 

On being re-posted the outgoing pioneer 
sergeant has his beard removed by the unit's 
commanding officer in front of the entire 
battalion. 

/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ²hм /ƘǊƛǎ Wƻōǎƻƴ ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ .ŀŎƪέ 

 

A Vietnam Video..This was made by Michigan 
Vietnam Vets, but it says it all for every Vietnam 
Vet. Share it with a Vietnam Vet or a family that 
may have lost a Dad, Brother, Uncle or Son... 
 
I thought they did an excellent job on this. 
Touching, I suspect in the future this theme will 
be shown over and over again for each conflict. 
This is one of the better Vietnam videos made by 
and for Michigan Vietnam Veterans, but I believe 
all of you will appreciate this. This story could be 
retold by 49 other states and territories as well.  
If you know a Vietnam Veteran consider sending 
this link to them:- 

http://www..v -prod.com/trailer_vietnam.html 

Courtesy WO2 David Troedel 

http://www.v-prod.com/trailer_vietnam.html
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The British Military writes OFRs (officer fitness 
reports). The form used for Royal Navy and 
Marines fitness reports is the S206.  

The following are actual excerpts taken 
from people's "S206s": 

1. His men would follow him anywhere, but 
only out of curiosity.  

2. I would not breed from this Officer. 

3. This Officer is really not so much of a has-
been, but more of a definitely won't-be.  

4. When she opens her mouth, it seems that 
this is only to change whichever foot was 
previously in there.  

5. He has carried out each and every one of his 
duties to his entire satisfaction.  

6. He would be out of his depth in a car park 
puddle.  

7. Technically sound, but socially impossible.  

8. This Officer reminds me very much of a 
gyroscope - always spinning around at a 
frantic pace, but not really going anywhere.  

9. This young lady has delusions of adequacy. 

10. When he joined my ship, this Officer was 
something of a granny; since then he has 
aged considerably.  

11. This Medical Officer has used my ship to 
carry his genitals from port to port, and my 
officers to carry him from bar to bar.  

12. Since my last report he has reached rock 
bottom, and has started to dig.  

13. She sets low personal standards and then 
consistently fails to achieve them.  

14. He has the wisdom of youth, and the energy 
of old age.  

15. This Officer should go far and the sooner he 
starts, the better.  

16. In my opinion this pilot should not be 
authorized to fly below 250 feet.  

17. The only ship I would recommend this man 
for is citizenship.  

18. Works well when under constant 
supervision and cornered like a rat in a trap.  

19. This man is depriving a village somewhere of 
an idiot.    

Courtesy WO2 David Troedel 

Bagpiper at a funeral 
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was 
asked by a funeral director to play at a graveside 
service for a Homeless Man. He had no family or 
friends, so the service was to be at a Pauper's 
cemetery in the back country.  

As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got 
lost and, being a typical man, I didn't stop for 
directions.  

I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral 
guy had evidently gone and the hearse was 
nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers 
and crew left and they were eating lunch.  

I felt badly and apologized to the men for being 
late. I went to the side of the grave and looked 
down and the vault lid was already in place. I 
didn't know what else to do, so I started to play.  

The workers put down their lunches and began 
to gather around. I played out my heart and soul 
for this homeless man with no family and 
friends, and played like I've never played before. 
When I played 'Amazing Grace,' the workers 
began to weep. They wept. I wept, we all wept 
together.  

When I finished I packed up my bagpipes and 
started for my car. Though my head hung low, 
my heart was full. As I opened the door to my 
car, I heard one of the workers say,  

"I never seen nothin' like that before and I've 
been putting in septic tanks for twenty years." 

Apparently, I'm still lost... It's a man thing. 

Courtesy WO2 Max Murray 
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Latest rotation is off to Solomons 
Reservists from 4 Bde ready to put new skills to the test on deployment 

TROOPS deploying to Solomon Islands in support of the Australian-led Regional Assistance Mission to 
the Solomon Islands (RAMSI) were farewelled by family and friends at a parade in Melbourne on March 
24. 

The 30th rotation of peace­keeping troops involves 106 members, including reservists mostly from 4 Bde 
and a platoon from the Tongan Defence Force. 

Defence Parliamentary Secretary Senator David Feeney officially farewelled the group and recognised 
the many personnel who had served in the Solomon Islands throughout the past 10 years. 

"Approximately 7500 ADF members have served in the Solomon Islands since the mission began in 2003. 
I know that you will look back on your part in this 
mission with great pride and satisfaction," Senator 
Feeney said. 

"You will uphold the compassionate, engaging and 
hardworking reputation of the service men and 
women who have gone before you. 

"Each one of you is an ambassador for your country 
and an example of the cooperative spirit of the  
nations of the South-West Pacific." 

Commander 4 Bde Brig Michael Annett said the  
parade marked the end of a demanding and compre-
hensive training program. 

"It is important to also pay tribute to the families and 
employers who are here today, their support is vital 
and I want to formally acknowledge that," he said  

Deploying: Australian and Tongan soldiers march on for their farewell parade ahead of deployment to the 
Solomon Islands. Inset, Cpl Beck Pinder is farewelled by husband Jay and children William and Abigail. 

Courtesy Army News April 11, 2013 






































































